Second Sunday after Pentecost
June 19, 2022
Psalm 3 (NIV) A psalm of David. When he fled from his
son Absalom.
1 LORD, how many are my foes! How many rise up
against me! 2 Many are saying of me, “God will not deliver him.” 3 But you, LORD, are a shield around me, my
glory, the One who lifts my head high. 4 I call out to the
LORD, and he answers me from his holy mountain. 5 I
lie down and sleep; I wake again, because the LORD sustains me. 6 I will not fear though tens of thousands assail me on every side. 7 Arise, LORD! Deliver me, my God!
Strike all my enemies on the jaw; break the teeth of the
wicked. 8 From the LORD comes deliverance. May your
blessing be on your people.
Isaiah 65:1–9 (NIV) 1 “I revealed myself to those who did
not ask for me; I was found by those who did not seek
me. To a nation that did not call on my name, I said,
‘Here am I, here am I.’ 2 All day long I have held out my
hands to an obstinate people, who walk in ways not
good, pursuing their own imaginations—3 a people who
continually provoke me to my very face, offering sacrifices in gardens and burning incense on altars of brick;
4 who sit among the graves and spend their nights keeping secret vigil; who eat the flesh of pigs, and whose pots
hold broth of impure meat; 5 who say, ‘Keep away; don’t
come near me, for I am too sacred for you!’ Such people
are smoke in my nostrils, a fire that keeps burning all
day. 6 “See, it stands written before me: I will not keep
silent but will pay back in full; I will pay it back into
their laps— 7 both your sins and the sins of your ancestors,” says the LORD. “Because they burned sacrifices on
the mountains and defied me on the hills, I will measure
into their laps the full payment for their former deeds.”
8 This is what the LORD says: “As when juice is still
found in a cluster of grapes and people say, ‘Don’t destroy it, there is still a blessing in it,’ so will I do in behalf
of my servants; I will not destroy them all. 9 I will bring
2 Pentecost 6-19-22 Galatians 3.23-4.7 Children of God_Post Online

forth descendants from Jacob, and from Judah those
who will possess my mountains; my chosen people will
inherit them, and there will my servants live.
Luke 8:26–39 (NIV) 26 They sailed to the region of the
Gerasenes, which is across the lake from Galilee. 27
When Jesus stepped ashore, he was met by a demonpossessed man from the town. For a long time this man
had not worn clothes or lived in a house, but had lived
in the tombs. 28 When he saw Jesus, he cried out and
fell at his feet, shouting at the top of his voice, “What do
you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I
beg you, don’t torture me!” 29 For Jesus had commanded the impure spirit to come out of the man. Many
times it had seized him, and though he was chained
hand and foot and kept under guard, he had broken his
chains and had been driven by the demon into solitary
places. 30 Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” “Legion,” he replied, because many demons had gone into
him. 31 And they begged Jesus repeatedly not to order
them to go into the Abyss. 32 A large herd of pigs was
feeding there on the hillside. The demons begged Jesus
to let them go into the pigs, and he gave them permission. 33 When the demons came out of the man, they
went into the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep
bank into the lake and was drowned. 34 When those
tending the pigs saw what had happened, they ran off
and reported this in the town and countryside, 35 and
the people went out to see what had happened. When
they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the
demons had gone out, sitting at Jesus’ feet, dressed and
in his right mind; and they were afraid. 36 Those who
had seen it told the people how the demon-possessed
man had been cured. 37 Then all the people of the region
of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them, because
they were overcome with fear. So he got into the boat
and left. 38 The man from whom the demons had gone
out begged to go with him, but Jesus sent him away,
saying, 39 “Return home and tell how much God has
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done for you.” So the man went away and told all over
town how much Jesus had done for him.
Galatians 3:23–4:7 (NIV) 23 Before the coming of this
faith, we were held in custody under the law, locked up
until the faith that was to come would be revealed. 24 So
the law was our guardian until Christ came that we
might be justified by faith. 25 Now that this faith has
come, we are no longer under a guardian. 26 So in Christ
Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for
all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed
yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female,
for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you belong to
Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. 4:1 What I am saying is that as long
as an heir is underage, he is no different from a slave,
although he owns the whole estate. 2 The heir is subject
to guardians and trustees until the time set by his father. 3 So also, when we were underage, we were in slavery under the elemental spiritual forces of the world. 4
But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son,
born of a woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those
under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. 6 Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of
his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba,
Father.” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child;
and since you are his child, God has made you also an
heir.
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Introduction: The need for a Father (1 John 3:1)
❖ Children of God through faith
(Galatians 3:23-27; Romans 3:20, 23-24)
❖ Adopted into God’s family (Galatians 4:4-5)

❖ Given an inheritance
(Galatians 3:28, 29; 4:5, 6-7; Romans 8:15-17; 1
Peter 1:3-4; Ephesians 2:7)
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to hear the words “I love you” from his deceased father
seemed to hold him back.

A blessed welcome to those of you who are fathers, and
to those who fulfill that role in a child’s life!

He longed to shoulder the full responsibility for his life—
to be the husband his wife longed for and the father his
children so desperately needed.

According to the wisdom of the Bible which has been
confirmed by innumerable scientific studies, the role of
a father in the life of his children is critical. The relationship of a father to his children is the greatest influence in a child’s life. The absence of a father leaves a
great void in a son or a daughter.
Christian author Tim Kimmel tells the story of how that
void was dramatically filled for one man the year he
turned 40.
It was not a midlife crisis, but a crisis of confidence that
he suffered from all his life.
Something had always been missing. There was a deep
pit in his heart that remained empty . . . unfulfilled—a
gnawing hollowness that plagued him since before he
could remember.
He grew up wanting and needing a Dad, a Dad that believed in him and encouraged him. He needed to hear
a father cheering on his victories, to feel a father’s caring
arms around him during his defeats. A father who he
could go to for guidance. A father who could pray for
him and with him.
The only connection he had with the one who could
have fulfilled all those needs, was a picture of a young
soldier in uniform. His father had been killed in action
when he was only three years old.
His mother eventually remarried. His step-father loved
him and did a noble job of fathering.
But something was always missing—that sense of approval, the confidence, the assurance that the father
whom he physically resembled loved him with all his
heart. For reasons he did not understand, his inability
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Then one spring afternoon he stopped by to help his
mother and stepfather move out of the home he had
grown up in.
As his mother sorted and boxed a lifetime of memories,
she picked up the framed picture of her first husband,
her son’s father.
They both studied the picture for a moment until his
mother broke the silence. “Here, son, I want you to have
this.”
But as she handed it to him, he lost his grip and
dropped the picture. The cheap frame broke when it hit
the floor—shattered glass scattering everywhere. The
scene before him seemed like a symbol of his life: it was
broken and shattered because he couldn’t hold onto the
one he so desperately longed to embrace.
Then he saw the envelope.
There, among the shards of glass, was a sealed letter
addressed to him. With trembling hands he opened it.
In his father’s handwriting he read the words that told
him how much his father loved him, how proud his father was to have him for a son, how confident his dad
was that God would empower his son to grow up to be
a great man. There were all the words he had longed to
hear from his father all his life.
A whole new confidence blossomed in his heart. The
doubts were gone. He had felt the powerful impact of
his earthly father’s love—and a wonderful thankfulness
to his Heavenly Father who loved him enough to preserve a message for him for a time in his life when he
needed it the most.
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It was like receiving a letter from heaven!
Maybe you’ve never received a letter of love and blessing
from your earthly father, but you have received one from
your heavenly Father.
God has given us a letter from heaven. In the Bible, our
loving heavenly father reveals his heart for his children.
1 John 3:1 How great is the love the Father has lavished
on us, that we should be called children of God! And that
is what we are!
Each of us needs the love and blessing of our heavenly
Father. That need is something more deeply imbedded
in us than our DNA. It was placed within our heart by
our creator.
The great mathematician Blaise Pascal said there is a
God-shaped void in all of us—an emptiness that only
God can fill.
More and more research confirms that void is in the
form of a father. Study after scientific study has shown
that fathers matter to children. The lack of a father’s
love and blessing leaves a gaping hole in the heart of a
child.
We are designed by God to need a father’s love. This
need is so great and the consequences of not having a
father’s love is so harmful, that God gives a special
promise to those who haven’t experienced the love of
their earthly Father.
God says in Psalm 68:5 that He will be a “father to the
fatherless.” Again in Psalm 27:10, God gives a special
promise: “My father and my mother have forsaken me,
but the Lord will take me up.”
All of us here need the love of a Father.
And so, we turn to our text from Galatians 3 and 4 to
discover the blessings we receive as
Children of God through faith
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Before the coming of this faith, we were held in custody
under the law, locked up until the faith that was to come
would be revealed. 24 So the law was our guardian until
Christ came that we might be justified by faith. 25 Now
that this faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian. 26 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God
through faith, 27 for all of you who were baptized into
Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.
23

We could never be justified—declared righteous and
made right with God—through obeying the Law.
Romans 3:20 teaches, . . . no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of the law; rather,
through the law we become conscious of our sin. (NIV)
We can only be justified—declared righteous—through
faith in Jesus Christ.
As I read last week from Romans 3:23–24, 23 for all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are
justified freely by his grace through the redemption that
came by Christ Jesus. (NIV)
By faith we become children of God and by our baptism
we have been clothed with Christ.
When we are justified by faith we are also
Adopted into God’s family
But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son,
born of a woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those
under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship.
4

In ancient Rome, adoption had a powerful meaning.
When a child was born biologically, the parents had the
option of disowning the child for a variety of reasons.
The relationship to the child, therefore, was not necessarily desired by the parent, nor permanent.
Not so, however, if a child was adopted. In Rome, adopting a child meant that child was freely chosen by the
parents and desired by them. It also meant that the
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child would be a permanent part of the family; parents
couldn’t disown a child they adopted.
And God will not disown us, His adopted children.
Very often adults were adopted for the purposes of inheritance. An adopted person received a new identity.
Any prior commitments, responsibilities and debts were
erased. New rights and responsibilities were taken on.
We also have been given a new identity in Christ and
with our adoption as God’s children, the debt of our sin
has been erased, and we are
Given an inheritance
Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son
into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.”
7 So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since
you are his child, God has made you also an heir.
6

Galatians 3:29 in our text states: If you belong to Christ,
then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the
promise.
In ancient Rome, the concept of inheritance was not
something that began at the death of a parent. Being
adopted made someone a joint-sharer in all the father’s
possessions and fully united to him while the father was
still alive.
Going back to Galatians 4:5, where it says that we might
receive adoption to sonship—that Greek word was used
as a legal term in the adoption and inheritance laws of
first-century Rome.
Paul uses a male term here, sonship, because in Roman
law only males had the right of inheritance.
But Paul makes it very clear that in Christ, 3:28 There is
neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is
there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
So, the legal term, sonship, is used by the apostle Paul,
to refer to the status of all Christians, both men and
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women, who, having been adopted into God’s family,
now enjoy all the privileges, obligations, and inheritance
rights of God’s children.
Romans 8:15-17 tells us, for . . . you have received the
Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit
that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then
heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ . . . .
(ESV)
And so are told in this passage that with justification by
faith comes redemption, which is the forgiveness of our
sins and we become God’s children, adopted into God’s
forever family and are heirs of God and fellow heirs with
Christ—meaning we already share in all the riches of
our heavenly Father and can look forward to a heavenly
inheritance.
Now, I’ve mentioned before, that I have two cousins in
Switzerland that are close to my age. Each inherited $2
billion when my great uncle died 10 years ago this
month. That’s billion with “b”. They are my mother’s
first cousins. It would be easy to be envious of their
great wealth, but I can confidently tell you that I would
not trade their inheritance for mine.
As a believer in Jesus Christ, I have been 3 . . . born
again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, reserved in heaven . . . (1
Peter 1:3-4 ESV)
Our heavenly inheritance is priceless! The Bible says
God will spend eternity lavishing on us the riches of His
grace expressed in His kindness to us in Christ Jesus.
(Ephesians 2:7 NIV)
What lessons should we, as earthly dads, learn from
this passage?
First, we need to understand the vital role a father has
in the life of his children. Second, a child needs the
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security of knowing that they will always be loved and
not abandoned. Third, that fathers will leave an inheritance (a legacy) to our children. What will that legacy
it be?
I am thankful to say, that although my children and
grandchildren will never inherit great earthly wealth
from me, they do have an unfathomable inheritance as
children of God through faith in Jesus. They have and
will receive the riches of God’s grace—riches that will
pay dividends for all eternity.
We all need a father. And even though we may not have
an earthly father, we have a heavenly one through faith
in Jesus Christ. By grace, we have been adopted into
God’s family and He will never reject us or forsake us.
And we have an inheritance—the riches of God’s grace—
an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade.
Are you a child of God by faith in Jesus?
Let us pray . . .
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