Fourth Sunday of Easter
May 8, 2022
Psalm 23 (NIV) A psalm of David. 1 The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 2 He makes me lie down in green
pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, 3 he refreshes my soul. He guides me along the right paths for
his name’s sake. 4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your
rod and your staff, they comfort me. 5 You prepare a
table before me in the presence of my enemies. You
anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 6 Surely your
goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
Acts 20:17–35 (NIV) 17 From Miletus, Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders of the church. 18 When they arrived,
he said to them: “You know how I lived the whole time I
was with you, from the first day I came into the province
of Asia. 19 I served the Lord with great humility and with
tears and in the midst of severe testing by the plots of
my Jewish opponents. 20 You know that I have not hesitated to preach anything that would be helpful to you
but have taught you publicly and from house to house.
21 I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they
must turn to God in repentance and have faith in our
Lord Jesus. 22 “And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am
going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to
me there. 23 I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit
warns me that prison and hardships are facing me. 24
However, I consider my life worth nothing to me; my
only aim is to finish the race and complete the task the
Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the
good news of God’s grace. 25 “Now I know that none of
you among whom I have gone about preaching the kingdom will ever see me again. 26 Therefore, I declare to you
today that I am innocent of the blood of any of you. 27
For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole
will of God. 28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the
flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers.

Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought
with his own blood. 29 I know that after I leave, savage
wolves will come in among you and will not spare the
flock. 30 Even from your own number men will arise and
distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after
them. 31 So be on your guard! Remember that for three
years I never stopped warning each of you night and day
with tears. 32 “Now I commit you to God and to the word
of his grace, which can build you up and give you an
inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 33 I have
not coveted anyone’s silver or gold or clothing. 34 You
yourselves know that these hands of mine have supplied my own needs and the needs of my companions.
35 In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of
hard work we must help the weak, remembering the
words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to
give than to receive.’ ”
Revelation 7:9–17 (NIV) 9 After this I looked, and there
before me was a great multitude that no one could
count, from every nation, tribe, people and language,
standing before the throne and before the Lamb. They
were wearing white robes and were holding palm
branches in their hands. 10 And they cried out in a loud
voice: “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the
throne, and to the Lamb.” 11 All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the
four living creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying: “Amen!
Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and
power and strength be to our God for ever and ever.
Amen!” 13 Then one of the elders asked me, “These in
white robes—who are they, and where did they come
from?” 14 I answered, “Sir, you know.” And he said,
“These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 Therefore, “they are
before the throne of God and serve him day and night
in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter
them with his presence. 16 ‘Never again will they hunger;
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never again will they thirst. The sun will not beat down
on them,’ nor any scorching heat. 17 For the Lamb at
the center of the throne will be their shepherd; ‘he will
lead them to springs of living water.’ ‘And God will wipe
away every tear from their eyes.’”
John 10:22–30 (NIV) 22 Then came the Festival of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus was in
the temple courts walking in Solomon’s Colonnade. 24
The Jews who were there gathered around him, saying,
“How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the
Messiah, tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus answered, “I did tell
you, but you do not believe. The works I do in my Father’s name testify about me, 26 but you do not believe
because you are not my sheep. 27 My sheep listen to my
voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them
eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will
snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has
given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch
them out of my Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are
one.”
Follow Jesus in Security
John 10:22–30

Follow Jesus in Security
John 10:22–30
A blessed Mother’s Day to you. Today we celebrate the
blessings God gives through mothers. Not only our biological mothers, but those who fill that role in our lives.
It is often said, that Mother’s Day is a bittersweet holiday. While nothing can compare to a mother’s joy in
her children, also nothing is as heartrending as a
mother’s sorrow.
Today, our hearts are especially in prayer for those
mothers trying to protect their children, or grieving for
them through the horror of war.
Natalia, a Ukrainian mother whose son is fighting for
the freedom of their country said, “I wish that no mothers anywhere ever have to feel the pain we are feeling
now.” According to the news report, Natalia could not
stop herself from expressing sorrow for Russian mothers, even, knowing that their sons could be the soldiers
killing her son, but also knowing that the fear and pain
of losing any child is a horror felt identically, universally, by every mother—no matter from where she hails
or which side of a war she supports.

➢ Whose sheep are you?
(verses 22-26)

Security is one of our greatest human needs. This is especially true for mother’s—who long for the safety of
themselves and their families.

➢ Listen to the voice of the Good Shepherd
(verse 27; Luke 24:27, 45)

In our gospel text today, we heard Jesus speak of the
ultimate security we experience as we follow Him.

➢ Follow the Good Shepherd
(verse 27; John 10:4; 14:15; Isaiah 53:6a; Psalm
23:4)
➢ Rest in the security of the Good Shepherd
(verses 28-30; John 3:16; Psalm 23:4)

Jesus had just taught that He is the Good Shepherd. In
John 10:14 Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd; I know
my sheep and my sheep know me” (NIV)
We may try to find security in who we are—in our talents, skills, possessions or positions. But our only real
security lies in whose we are. Do we belong to Jesus or
do we belong to the world?
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Not everyone belongs to Jesus. Our text first begs the
question:

the kind of security Jesus spoke about. That’s not what
Jesus came to do.

Whose sheep are you?

Jesus replied that if they were truly His sheep, His followers, they would clearly see that His miracles and
message answered their question.

Then came the Festival of Dedication at Jerusalem. It
was winter, 23 and Jesus was in the temple courts walking in Solomon’s Colonnade. 24 The Jews who were there
gathered around him, saying, “How long will you keep
us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.”
25 Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe.
The works I do in my Father’s name testify about me, 26
but you do not believe because you are not my sheep.
22

If we don’t belong to Jesus, we will try to find security
in pursuits and people and causes that simply won’t
provide the safety we seek or give us ultimate purpose.
That perspective is hidden in plain sight in our text. Let
me explain. It may seem strange that Jesus didn’t give
these Jews the straight up answer they were asking for:
“are you the Messiah? Tell us plainly!”
Jesus was not being evasive. He could not give them the
answer they wanted because they misunderstood what
it meant to be the Messiah. A clue to their thinking had
to do with the Festival of Dedication, mentioned in verse
22, what Jews today celebrate as Hannukah.
It is not a feast prescribed by God, but one that was
proclaimed by Judas Maccabeus, nearly 200 years before, after leading a successful war against the Pagan
King Antiochus IV. This foreign king, who captured Jerusalem in a great slaughter, outlawed Jewish worship
and practices, and desecrated the temple—turning it
into a sanctuary for the veneration of Zeus.
After the Maccabean army retook Jerusalem, the Temple and its furnishings were restored, cleansed and rededicated to the worship of the One True God.
Many expected the Messiah to be like Judas Maccabeus, routing the Romans from Jerusalem and Israel
and establishing peace and prosperity. But that’s not

Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe.
The works I do in my Father’s name testify about me, 26
but you do not believe because you are not my sheep.
25

Jesus is the Good Shepherd who knows and is known
by His sheep.
So, whose sheep are you? Jesus then taught how to be
a true follower of His. First, those who are His sheep,
Listen to the voice of the Good Shepherd
27a

My sheep listen to my voice . . .

In verses 3-5 of this chapter Jesus said,
The gatekeeper opens the gate for [the shepherd], and
the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by
name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all
his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow
him because they know his voice. 5 But they will never
follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him
because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” (John
10:3–5 NIV)
3

Martin Luther wrote: “This lovely, delightful picture you
may . . . see for yourself among sheep. When a stranger
calls, whistles, coaxes: Come, sheep! come, sheep! it
runs and flees, and the more you call, the more it runs,
as if a wolf were after it, for it knows not the strange
voice; but where the shepherd makes himself heard a
little, they all run to him, for they know his voice. This
is how all true Christians should do, hear no voice but
their shepherd’s, Christ, as he himself says.”
Are you listening to the voice of Jesus, the Good Shepherd? Listening is, of course, more than just hearing.
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Listening is hearing with understanding, and as Jesus
said, it means hearing and responding.

If we desire the security of the Shepherd, we must listen
to His voice and follow Him.

We listen to the voice of the Good Shepherd by receiving
God’s Word—all of it bears witness to Jesus. Jesus is
the living Word of God—God’s communication to us.

We are then told of the protection Jesus offers, and that
we should

When Jesus rose from the dead, He appeared to His disciples we are told in Luke 24:45, Then he opened their
minds so they could understand the Scriptures.
And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. (Luke 24:27 NIV)
27

Even now, when we read the Bible, our Good Shepherd
speaks to us through the Holy Spirit.
Second, we must
Follow the Good Shepherd (verse 27)
My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they
follow me.
27

Jesus said in John 10:4 When he has brought out all his
own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him
because they know his voice. (NIV)
To follow means to obey the voice of the Shepherd. The
sheep do that, not because they have to, or are compelled to, but because they trust and love the shepherd.
In John 14:15 Jesus said, “If you love me, you will keep
my commandments. (ESV)
To follow is to allow Jesus to lead us in paths of righteousness (Psalm 23:3). It is to submit our will to His
will, trusting that Jesus will indeed fulfill our needs and
satisfy our deepest longings.
It’s easy to get distracted with the cares, or even the joys
of life, and lose sight of our Shepherd. We all, like sheep,
have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way
. . . (Isaiah 53:6a NIV)

Rest in the security of the Good Shepherd
I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no
one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who
has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can
snatch them out of my Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father
are one.”
28

We all long for security, but especially mothers for their
children. As I said, a longing for security is one of our
greatest human needs.
The first and foremost promise of our security in Christ
is the gift of eternal life: 28 I give them eternal life, and
they shall never perish;
This is the truth we hear in John 3:16, For God so loved
the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
(NIV)
Lutheran Bible Scholar Richard Lenski gives us this insight: “This is a double and a direct promise; [the gift of
eternal life and the security of never perishing] the doubling increases the emphasis. ‘To perish’ is to be separated from God, life, and blessedness forever. . . . It is
the opposite of being saved.” Lenski goes on to note that
the Greek grammar denotes . . . the strongest negation
possible of a future act.” [Literally], “Shall in no way perish forever.”
In addition to this gift of eternal salvation, we live in the
grip of our savior. Again, Lenski notes, “The ‘hand’ of
Jesus is his power. His gracious power is all-sufficient
to protect every believer forever.”
And not only are we in the hand of Jesus, but also in
the hand of our heavenly Father. The Father is greater
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than any power which threatens the sheep: “Satan, demon spirits, human foes however mighty.” (Lenski)
This is all by grace. We are safe in the grip of God’s
steadfast grace.
We are not saved by our works, and it is not by our
works that we remain in the hands of our savior.
While we are secure in our Savior’s grasp, we should
never take this for granted. We can, by our own willfulness, wander so far from our Shepherd that we no
longer care for His protection or salvation. That horror
is what the Bible calls apostasy—a firm and final rejection of Jesus as our Savior.

ought to be your enemy, requires faith in the one who
promised, they shall never perish; no one will snatch
them out of my hand.
This is the security found only in Jesus, the Good Shepherd. Will you listen to His voice? Will you follow wherever He leads? Will you rest securely in His grasp?
Let us pray . . .

And we should not suppose that the security we have in
Jesus, our Good Shepherd, will shield us from all the
hurts, pains, disappoints, disease and death in this sinful, fallen world.
Our security rests in our Shepherd who promises never
to leave us nor forsake us, so that, Even though I walk
through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you are
with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. (Psalm
23:4 NIV)
In the year that I was born, five missionaries were killed
in the Amazon jungle of Ecuador; speared by the people
they had sought to reach with the gospel of salvation.
Their sacrifice stirred the Christian world to pray for
these seemingly primitive people, who were then called
the Aucas, which meant “savages.”
Through a remarkable series of events, Elizabeth Eliot,
the widow one of the martyred missionaries, took their
three-year-old daughter and went to live among the very
people who killed her husband. She was accompanied
by Rachel Saint, the sister of another one of the missionaries who were killed.
This is the very opposite of worldly security. To live
among and witness to those, who by earthly standards,
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