Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 5, 2021
Psalm 146 (NIV) 1 Praise the LORD. Praise the LORD, my
soul. 2 I will praise the LORD all my life; I will sing praise
to my God as long as I live. 3 Do not put your trust in
princes, in human beings, who cannot save. 4 When
their spirit departs, they return to the ground; on that
very day their plans come to nothing. 5 Blessed are those
whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the
LORD their God. 6 He is the Maker of heaven and earth,
the sea, and everything in them—he remains faithful forever. 7 He upholds the cause of the oppressed and gives
food to the hungry. The LORD sets prisoners free, 8 the
LORD gives sight to the blind, the LORD lifts up those who
are bowed down, the LORD loves the righteous. 9 The
LORD watches over the foreigner and sustains the fatherless and the widow, but he frustrates the ways of the
wicked. 10 The LORD reigns forever, your God, O Zion, for
all generations. Praise the LORD.
Isaiah 35:4–7a (NIV) 4 say to those with fearful hearts,
“Be strong, do not fear; your God will come, he will come
with vengeance; with divine retribution he will come to
save you.” 5 Then will the eyes of the blind be opened
and the ears of the deaf unstopped. 6 Then will the lame
leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy. Water will gush forth in the wilderness and streams in the
desert. 7 The burning sand will become a pool, the thirsty
ground bubbling springs.
James 2:1–10, 14-18 (NIV) 1My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ must not show
favoritism. 2Suppose a man comes into your meeting
wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in
filthy old clothes also comes in. 3If you show special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, “Here’s
a good seat for you,” but say to the poor man, “You stand
there” or “Sit on the floor by my feet,” 4have you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges with
evil thoughts? 5Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has
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not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the
world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he
promised those who love him? 6But you have dishonored
the poor. Is it not the rich who are exploiting you? Are
they not the ones who are dragging you into court? 7Are
they not the ones who are blaspheming the noble name
of him to whom you belong? 8If you really keep the royal
law found in Scripture, “Love your neighbor as yourself,”
you are doing right. 9 But if you show favoritism, you sin
and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers. 10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one
point is guilty of breaking all of it.
14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone
claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith
save them? 15 Suppose a brother or a sister is without
clothes and daily food. 16 If one of you says to them, “Go
in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing
about their physical needs, what good is it? 17 In the
same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 18 But someone will say, “You have faith; I
have deeds.” Show me your faith without deeds, and I
will show you my faith by my deeds.
Mark 7:31–37 (NIV) 31 Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre
and went through Sidon, down to the Sea of Galilee and
into the region of the Decapolis. 32 There some people
brought to him a man who was deaf and could hardly
talk, and they begged Jesus to place his hand on him. 33
After he took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put
his fingers into the man’s ears. Then he spit and touched
the man’s tongue. 34 He looked up to heaven and with a
deep sigh said to him, “Ephphatha!” (which means “Be
opened!”). 35 At this, the man’s ears were opened, his
tongue was loosened and he began to speak plainly. 36
Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone. But the more
he did so, the more they kept talking about it. 37 People
were overwhelmed with amazement. “He has done everything well,” they said. “He even makes the deaf hear
and the mute speak.”
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Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of
the deaf unstopped. 6 Then will the lame leap like a deer,
and the mute tongue shout for joy. . . . –Isaiah 35:5

“Are you listening?!”

❑ Ministry to the Gentiles (verse 31; Isaiah 35:5)

That may be especially true for young children when
they’re absorbed in a game or activity.

❑ The miracle of physical healing (verses 32-37)

Come to think of it, that’s true for me when I’m reading
the newspaper or using my phone or on the computer.

❑ The miracle of spiritual healing (Jeremiah 5:21;
Ezekiel 12:1-2; Matthew 13:14-16)
❑ Lessons to apply:
1. Look for opportunities to share about Jesus
wherever possible (verse 31).
2. Bring others to Jesus and intercede for them
(verse 32).
3. Be sensitive to people’s need for privacy. Be willing to meet with them one-on-one (verse 33).
4. Communicate in ways other people can understand (verses 33-34).
5. Direct people to God and not ourselves (verse 34).
6. Pray for the Lord to open our spiritual ears to
clearly hear His voice as He speaks to us in the
Scriptures (verse 35).
7. Speak plainly about Jesus to others. Tell what Jesus has done (verse 36-37).
Pray, “Lord, unstop my ears and loosen my tongue, so I
can hear you clearly and speak plainly about you to others, for Your glory!”

Have you ever said that to anyone? You’ve probably said
it when you were trying to get your point across to someone and you weren’t sure if they really heard you.

Then, of course, there are the times my spouse accuses
me of having selective hearing. I think that’s true for all
of us. We really only hear what we want to hear.
I’m surprised at people who hear the gospel again and
again, and there is no response in their lives.
“Do you hear me?!” An exasperated parent might fume.
Today we heard (and I hope you heard) in our gospel lesson how Jesus encountered a man who was deaf and
could hardly talk. At Jesus’ command, we are told that,
the man’s ears were opened, his tongue was loosened
and he began to speak plainly.
I believe Mark included this account in his gospel, not
just to impress us with Jesus’ compassion, or with His
power to heal deafness and restore speech, but to teach
us an important spiritual lesson about hearing and
speaking. So, let’s dive in to our text and consider what
it has to teach us about
Hearing Clearly and Speaking Plainly
In this section of Mark, Jesus is spending time away
from the crowds and traveling in Gentile territory. We
are told in verse 31, Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre
and went through Sidon, down to the Sea of Galilee and
into the region of the Decapolis.
These are all pagan areas. Jesus carefully navigated
away from Jewish habitations and stayed in the domain
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of other ethnic groups. We should remember that Mark
is writing to Gentile Christians in Rome. I think Mark is
teaching his audience that Jesus came to bring hope
and healing to the nations as well as to the Jews. And
we can include ourselves among the nations.
I also think Mark is consciously aware that with this
healing, Jesus fulfilled what Isaiah (in our Old Testament lesson) prophesied hundreds of years before:
Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the
ears of the deaf unstopped. 6 Then will the lame leap like
a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy. . . .
Isaiah 35:5

The Greek word Mark used for mute (translated in our
passage as could hardly speak), was an obscure word
that is used nowhere else in the Bible except for this passage from the Greek Translation of the Old Testament.
It was the version used among Gentile Christians and
with which Mark was very familiar.
Since this passage in Isaiah is a prophecy about the
coming Messiah, Mark is telling his readers that Jesus,
the Messiah, has come—and the effects of the messianic
kingdom have come even to the Gentiles!
In unpacking this account, let’s first consider
The miracle of physical healing
There some people brought to him a man who was
deaf and could hardly talk, and they begged Jesus to
place his hand on him.
32

These people brought the deaf man to Jesus out of compassion for him. It’s uncertain how much the man understood about what was happening—why he was even
being brought to Jesus.
That may be true of those we seek to bring to Jesus.
They may not comprehend what Jesus can and will do
for them. Those who brought the man interceded for
him. They begged [literally, called near] Jesus to place
His hand on him.
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No doubt these people knew Jesus could do mighty
works because during the last excursion Jesus made to
this region, He restored the Gerasene demoniac to sanity
(Mark 5:20).
We are told in verse 33 that Jesus took him aside, away
from the crowd, to minister to him privately, without distraction, so the deaf man could focus entirely on Jesus.
Jesus communicated in a way that this man could understand using non-verbal body language. Jesus put his
fingers into the man’s ears. Then he spit and touched the
man’s tongue. 34 He looked up to heaven and with a deep
sigh said to him, “Ephphatha!” (which means “Be opened!”).
One Biblical commentator interprets the scene for us:
“The man could not hear Jesus and he was also incapable of verbal communication. So Jesus ‘spoke’
to him in the language he could understand—signlanguage. The fingers placed in his ears and then
removed meant, ‘I am going to remove the blockage
in your hearing.’ The spitting and the touching of
the man’s tongue meant, ‘I am going to remove the
blockage in your mouth.’ The glance up to heaven
meant, ‘It is God alone who is able to do this for
you.’ Jesus wanted the man to understand that it
was not magic but God’s grace that healed him.’ ”
(Ferguson, Mark)
I would also add that Jesus sighed deeply—in an exaggerated way, indicating to the deaf man that Jesus did
this out of compassion for him.
The result was that the man could then hear clearly and
speak plainly. Verse 35 tells us, At this, the man’s ears
were opened, his tongue was loosened and he began to
speak plainly.
The Gentiles were so amazed that they could not stop
talking about what Jesus had done.
Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone. But the
more he did so, the more they kept talking about it. 37
36
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People were overwhelmed with amazement. “He has
done everything well,” they said. “He even makes the
deaf hear and the mute speak.”
This passage is really about communication.
Yes, it is about healing, but what it teaches is about
communicating clearly. We need our deaf ears opened
and our mouths loosed so we can hear God clearly and
speak plainly about Him.
We need to look at this account from the perspective of
The miracle of spiritual healing
God has no problem making the physically deaf to hear
or the physically blind to see. God is hindered by the
spiritually deaf and the spiritually blind.
God has given us a choice—a free will to choose to accept
God’s message—to hear and respond by faith—or to turn
a deaf ear and reject His gracious offer.
C. S. Lewis put it this way: “What He is watching and
waiting and working for is something that is not easy
even for God, because . . . even He cannot produce it by
a mere act of power. . . . It is something [people] can
freely give Him or freely refuse to Him. Will they, or will
they not, turn to Him and thus fulfil the only purpose
for which they were created? Their free will is trembling
inside them like the needle of a compass. But this is a
needle that can choose. It can point to its true North;
but it need not. Will the needle swing round, and settle,
and point to God?”
I should point out, that while God wants us to freely
choose Him, our wills are not really free. They our
bound by sin. It is only through the word of the gospel
that God gives us the grace to believe as the Holy Spirit
calls us to repentance and faith.
But even then, we can turn a deaf ear to God. In Scripture, God frequently accuses His people of being deaf
and blind.
15 Pentecost_9-5-2021_Hearing Clearly and Speaking Plainly_Post Online

Jeremiah prophesied: “Hear this, O foolish and senseless
people, who have eyes, but see not, who have ears, but
hear not. (Jeremiah 5:21 ESV)
Ezekiel wrote: 1 The word of the LORD came to me: 2 “Son
of man, you dwell in the midst of a rebellious house, who
have eyes to see, but see not, who have ears to hear, but
hear not . . . . (Ezekiel 12:1-2 ESV)
In Matthew 13:14-16 Jesus said, 14 Indeed, in their case
the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled that says: “‘“You will
indeed hear but never understand, and you will indeed
see but never perceive.” 15For this people’s heart has
grown dull, and with their ears they can barely hear, and
their eyes they have closed, lest they should see with
their eyes and hear with their ears and understand with
their heart and turn, and I would heal them.’ 16But
blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for
they hear. (ESV)
Often, we don’t hear God’s word. We need the Lord to
speak to our hearts and open our ears and help us to
really listen.
Not only are we selectively deaf to God’s word, we are
also often mute when we should be speaking about Jesus. Our prayer should be, “Lord, help me to hear You
clearly and to speak plainly about You to others.”
So, what lessons can we apply to our lives from this passage? Let me suggest seven takeaways.
First, look for opportunities to share about Jesus wherever possible. In verse 31 Jesus entered Gentile territory
and ministered to those who were foreigners. Often, the
hardest people to talk to about Jesus, are those different
from us.
But we don’t need to go to a different country, or even a
different part of town. Sometimes the person God wants
us to talk to is right next door.
As I was preparing this message, the Lord put it on my
heart, that I have not even told my closest neighbors in
my apartment building about Jesus.
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Second, bring others to Jesus to meet their needs just
like those mentioned in verse 32: There some people
brought to him a man who was deaf and could hardly
talk.
We do this realizing that we can’t heal or change people,
only Christ’s power can do that. I often tell people who
come to me for counseling that I can’t help them, but I
know someone who can.
So, bring the needs of others before the Lord and intercede for them, just as the people in our passage did when
they begged Jesus to place his hand on the deaf man.
Third, be sensitive to people’s need for privacy when you
share with them, just like Jesus did in verse 33 when he
took him aside, away from the crowd. Meeting with people one on one encourages a personal relationship.
Fourth, communicate in ways the other person can understand. Learn their frame of reference—how they see
and understand their situation. Jesus communicated in
a way the deaf man could understand in verses 33-34.
Fifth, direct people to God and not ourselves. Jesus did
this, when in verse 34, He looked up to heaven. Look up
and give God the glory when he works through you. Direct people to Him and not to yourself.
Sixth, just as the man’s ears were opened, so we should
pray for the Lord to open our spiritual ears to clearly
hear His voice as He speaks to us in the Scriptures (verse
35).
Finally, just as the man’s tongue was loosened and he
began to speak plainly, we also should speak plainly
about Jesus to others. Tell what Jesus has done. Even
though in verse 36 Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone . . . they kept talking about it. Our text goes on to
say in verse 37, People were overwhelmed with amazement. “He has done everything well,” they said. “He even
makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.”
Jesus had a particular reason for those people, in that
time and place not to tell anyone about this healing. But
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Jesus has not commanded us to remain silent. If the
people Jesus commanded not to tell anyone, couldn’t
keep silent, neither should we.
Again, we need pray, “Lord, unstop our ears and loosen
our tongues, so we can hear you clearly and speak
plainly about you to others, for Your glory!”
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