Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
July 11, 2021
Psalm 85:1–13 (NIV) 1 You, LORD, showed favor to your
land; you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 2 You forgave
the iniquity of your people and covered all their sins. 3
You set aside all your wrath and turned from your fierce
anger. 4 Restore us again, God our Savior, and put away
your displeasure toward us. 5 Will you be angry with us
forever? Will you prolong your anger through all generations? 6 Will you not revive us again, that your people
may rejoice in you? 7 Show us your unfailing love, LORD,
and grant us your salvation. 8 I will listen to what God
the LORD says; he promises peace to his people, his
faithful servants—but let them not turn to folly. 9 Surely
his salvation is near those who fear him, that his glory
may dwell in our land. 10 Love and faithfulness meet together; righteousness and peace kiss each other. 11
Faithfulness springs forth from the earth, and righteousness looks down from heaven. 12 The LORD will indeed give what is good, and our land will yield its harvest. 13 Righteousness goes before him and prepares the
way for his steps.
Amos 7:7–15 (NIV) 7 This is what he showed me: The
Lord was standing by a wall that had been built true to
plumb, with a plumb line in his hand. 8 And the LORD
asked me, “What do you see, Amos?” “A plumb line,” I
replied. Then the Lord said, “Look, I am setting a plumb
line among my people Israel; I will spare them no longer.
9 “The high places of Isaac will be destroyed and the
sanctuaries of Israel will be ruined; with my sword I will
rise against the house of Jeroboam.” 10 Then Amaziah
the priest of Bethel sent a message to Jeroboam king of
Israel: “Amos is raising a conspiracy against you in the
very heart of Israel. The land cannot bear all his words.
11 For this is what Amos is saying: “ ‘Jeroboam will die
by the sword, and Israel will surely go into exile, away
from their native land.’ ” 12 Then Amaziah said to Amos,
“Get out, you seer! Go back to the land of Judah. Earn
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your bread there and do your prophesying there. 13
Don’t prophesy anymore at Bethel, because this is the
king’s sanctuary and the temple of the kingdom.” 14
Amos answered Amaziah, “I was neither a prophet nor
the son of a prophet, but I was a shepherd, and I also
took care of sycamore-fig trees. 15 But the LORD took me
from tending the flock and said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to
my people Israel.’
Ephesians 1:3–14 (NIV) 3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the
heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.
4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the world
to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus
Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will—6 to
the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely
given us in the One he loves. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and understanding, 9 he
made known to us the mystery of his will according to
his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10 to be
put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment—
to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under
Christ. 11 In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out
everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12
in order that we, who were the first to put our hope in
Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. 13 And you
also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you
believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our
inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s
possession—to the praise of his glory.
Mark 6:14–29 (NIV) 14 King Herod heard about this, for
Jesus’ name had become well known. Some were saying, “John the Baptist has been raised from the dead,

and that is why miraculous powers are at work in him.”
15 Others said, “He is Elijah.” And still others claimed,
“He is a prophet, like one of the prophets of long ago.”
16 But when Herod heard this, he said, “John, whom I
beheaded, has been raised from the dead!” 17 For Herod
himself had given orders to have John arrested, and he
had him bound and put in prison. He did this because
of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, whom he had married. 18 For John had been saying to Herod, “It is not
lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” 19 So Herodias nursed a grudge against John and wanted to kill
him. But she was not able to, 20 because Herod feared
John and protected him, knowing him to be a righteous
and holy man. When Herod heard John, he was greatly
puzzled; yet he liked to listen to him. 21 Finally the opportune time came. On his birthday Herod gave a banquet for his high officials and military commanders and
the leading men of Galilee. 22 When the daughter of Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his
dinner guests. The king said to the girl, “Ask me for anything you want, and I’ll give it to you.” 23 And he promised her with an oath, “Whatever you ask I will give you,
up to half my kingdom.” 24 She went out and said to her
mother, “What shall I ask for?” “The head of John the
Baptist,” she answered. 25 At once the girl hurried in to
the king with the request: “I want you to give me right
now the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” 26 The
king was greatly distressed, but because of his oaths
and his dinner guests, he did not want to refuse her. 27
So he immediately sent an executioner with orders to
bring John’s head. The man went, beheaded John in the
prison, 28 and brought back his head on a platter. He
presented it to the girl, and she gave it to her mother. 29
On hearing of this, John’s disciples came and took his
body and laid it in a tomb.
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To the Praise of God’s Glory
Ephesians 1:3–14
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with
every spiritual blessing in Christ. (verse 3)
❖ Praise God for His blessings (verse 3)
❖ Praise the Father for choosing us by grace
(verses 4-6; 1 Peter 1:1-2; 2:9; Psalm 139:4, 6, 16;
Isaiah 43:7)
❖ Praise the Son for choosing us in redemption
(verses 7-12; 1 Peter 1:18-19)
❖ Praise the Holy Spirit for choosing us through
the gospel (verses 13-14; Romans 1:16; 1 Timothy
2:4; 1 John 2:2)
Questions to ask:
➢ Do you realize the abundant blessing of being in
Christ?
➢ Do you want God’s purpose fulfilled in your life?
➢ Do you want to live for the praise of His glory?

To the Praise of God’s Glory
Ephesians 1:3–14
“It’s not about you.” That’s how pastor and best-selling author Rick Warren begins the book, The Purpose
Driven Life.
He goes on to write: “The purpose of your life is far
greater than your own personal fulfillment, your peace
of mind, or even your happiness. It’s far greater than
your family, your career, or even your wildest dreams
and ambitions. If you want to know why you were
placed on this planet, you must begin with God. You
were born by his purpose and for his purpose.”
According to our Epistle lesson this morning from Ephesians 1, God’s purpose for your life began long before
you were born.
As we will discover this morning, God chose us . . . before
the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his
sight . . . in accordance with his pleasure and will.
God has a purpose for your life, a purpose that ultimately is to the praise of God’s glory.
That’s the theme of the message this morning as we dig
into this text which calls forth praise to God from beginning to end.
Our passage begins with a call to

Paul goes on to enumerate these great blessings we
have in Christ—in connection with Jesus by faith. None
of these blessings come to us apart from Jesus.
These are the blessings of salvation for those who have
placed their faith in what God has done for them
through Jesus Christ.
Lutheran Bible Scholar Richard Lenski calls this passage, the great doxology. Doxology is simply the Latin
word for praise. And this Scripture evokes praise for
every spiritual blessing that is ours in Christ, from the
first verse to the last.
In Lenski’s words, this Scripture is a “profound contemplation of the whole work of God for our salvation”
reaching from eternity past to eternity future.
The doxology, in its three parts, is Trinitarian—giving
reason to praise the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
for this work of salvation. Each part shows forth the
blessings we receive to the praise of God’s glory.
First, we are to give
Praise the Father for choosing us by grace
4For

Praise God for His blessings
3Praise

be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every
spiritual blessing in Christ.
These blessings are the gifts given to us out of the riches
of God’s grace.
We must first note that all of God’s blessings are in
Christ. Apart from Jesus Christ we would be condemned sinners. In Christ we are saints—holy to the
Lord—and are given every spiritual blessing!
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he chose us in him before the creation of the world
to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in
accordance with his pleasure and will—6 to the praise of
his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the
One he loves.
This is a remarkable truth! God’s purpose for our lives
reaches back to eternity past. You and I were in the
mind of God and chosen by Him before the creation of
the world! God, the Father, saw us as we would become
by His grace—holy and blameless—and not what we are
in our sinfulness.

We are told, In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to
sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his
pleasure and will.
Our adoption to sonship—means we are granted the full
rights and privileges of being royalty—children of the
king! As coheirs with Jesus Christ (Romans 8:17)—our
inheritance in heaven is secured by Him and in Him.
As an aside, whenever Paul speaks about our adoption
or inheritance, he uses the word sonship. The reason
was, in the ancient world only sons had the right of inheritance. So, Paul is using a technical term here to say
that every child of God, male and female, are guaranteed all the rights and privileges of sonship, of adoption
and of inheritance.
We are told God has predestined us for this in accordance with his pleasure and will. That is to say, what
God wills, He will make happen. It emphasizes that God
is sovereign over all things, that He has the last say in
everything!
Now predestination is a difficult and thorny issue.
Scriptures teaches that we are predestined according to
the foreknowledge of God (Romans 8:29; 1 Peter 1:2).
Peter writes in 1 Peter 1:1-2, To God's elect . . . who have
been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the
Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by his blood. (NIV)
God knows all things. The past, present and future are
all known to God. God knows what you will think, say
or do before the thought, word or deed even occurs to
you (Psalm 139:4).
According to Psalm 139:16. . . All the days ordained for
me were written in your book before one of them came to
be. (NIV) I have to agree with David, Such knowledge is
too wonderful for me, too great for me to understand!
(Psalm 139:6 NLT)
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What we can know, is that God is working through all
the events of history so that you can know Jesus Christ
and believe in Him. What we do know is that all this is
according to God’s glorious grace, which he has freely
given us in the One he loves.
God’s choice was not something we deserved or could
earn. It was simply an act of divine love that he chose
you and me. It’s not something we can boast about—
but it is something we can only accept in awe-filled wonder!
Dr. Rich Erickson has taught this congregation that to
be predestined (elect) means to be chosen for a purpose.
It is not a privilege but a responsibility.
1 Peter 2:9 teaches us, 9 But you are a chosen people, a
royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called
you out of darkness into his wonderful light. (NIV)
We are chosen to glorify God now and throughout eternity. The Bible tells us in Isaiah 43:7 and elsewhere,
that we were created for God’s glory; that the purpose
of our very existence is to glorify God in ways that will
honor and magnify His name.
Second, we
Praise the Son for choosing us in redemption
In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s
grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and understanding, 9 he made known to us the mystery of his
will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed
in Christ, 10 to be put into effect when the times reach
their fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in heaven
and on earth under Christ. 11 In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of
him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12 in order that we, who were the first to
put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory.
7

Since God’s purpose was to present us to himself holy
and without blemish—it was also God’s purpose to redeem us.

God’s choice is made effective with the gospel—the good
news of what God the Father has accomplished for us
through Jesus.

Our redemption was costly.

The gospel is the power of God that brings salvation to
everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NIV).

The apostle Peter writes: 18 For you know that it was not
with perishable things such as silver or gold that you
were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down
to you from your forefathers, 19but with the precious
blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. (1 Peter
1:18-19 NIV)
This costly redemption was in in accordance with the
riches of God’s grace 8 that he lavished on us.
I love the word lavished. God is not miserly in giving
grace. He is rich in grace and mercy and takes pleasure
in sharing that wealth. He delights in forgiving sinners—even though it cost Him dearly.
Richard Lenski comments: “The word sweetest to the
sinner in the entire Scripture is “grace.” Here it is pictured in its fulness as having its source in eternity and
in God’s eternal acts. Note ‘the riches of his grace’ in v.
7. This entire doxology is Paul’s praise of the glory of
God’s grace.”
And third, we
Praise the Holy Spirit for choosing us through the
gospel
And you also were included in Christ when you heard
the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When
you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the
promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing
our inheritance until the redemption of those who are
God’s possession—to the praise of his glory.
13

It is the Holy Spirit who brings us to faith in Jesus
Christ when we hear the message of truth, the gospel of
our salvation.
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The power that operates through the gospel is the Holy
Spirit. The Holy Spirit calls us to believe this good news.
He enables our sin-filled and rebellious hearts to believe
and trust this good news. The Holy Spirit convicts our
heart of the horror of our sin and the wonder of God’s
forgiveness in Jesus. God, the Holy Spirit, grants us
the grace and gift of repentance.
Without the Holy Spirit, we cannot be saved.
But God does not force this upon us. The Bible clearly
tells us that we can grieve the Holy Spirit; that we can
quench the Holy Spirit; that we can receive this gift of
grace in vain. The choice is still ours. But every time
we say no to the call of the Holy Spirit, we harden our
hearts and close ourselves off to the grace God offers.
If we continue to refuse God’s work of grace, we may
harden our hearts to the point that we no longer desire
Jesus or His salvation.
We know that God desires all to be saved and come to
the knowledge of the truth (1 Timothy 2:4); that Jesus
died for the sins of the whole world (1 John 2:2).
But not all our saved because they reject, or are simply
indifferent to this message of truth, the gospel of . . . salvation.
But to those who humbly receive God’s gracious gift,
experience God’s choosing of them and fulfill the purpose for which they were created, and all to the praise

of God’s glory!

God the Father chose us according to His purpose; Jesus redeemed us, according to God’s plan; the Holy
Spirit applies that salvation to our lives through the

gospel message and guarantees our inheritance according to God’s promise. And all of this, to the praise of

his glory!

Do you realize the abundant blessing of being in Christ?
Do you want God’s purpose fulfilled in your life?
Do you want to live for the praise of His glory?
If so, then let us come to God in prayer . . .
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