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And who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I. Send
me!”

Psalm 29 (NIV) 1Ascribe to the LORD, you heavenly beings, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 2 Ascribe
to the LORD the glory due his name; worship the LORD
in the splendor of his holiness. 3 The voice of the LORD
is over the waters; the God of glory thunders, the LORD
thunders over the mighty waters. 4 The voice of the LORD
is powerful; the voice of the LORD is majestic. 5The voice
of the LORD breaks the cedars; the LORD breaks in pieces
the cedars of Lebanon. 6 He makes Lebanon leap like a
calf, Sirion like a young wild ox. 7 The voice of the LORD
strikes with flashes of lightning. 8 The voice of the LORD
shakes the desert; the LORD shakes the Desert of
Kadesh. 9 The voice of the LORD twists the oaks and
strips the forests bare. And in his temple all cry, “Glory!”
10 The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; the LORD is
enthroned as King forever. 11 The LORD gives strength to
his people; the LORD blesses his people with peace.

Acts 2:14a, 22-36 (NIV) 14 Then Peter stood up with the
Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd:

Isaiah 6:1–8 (NIV) 1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I
saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were
seraphim, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and
with two they were flying. 3 And they were calling to one
another: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the
whole earth is full of his glory.” 4 At the sound of their
voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke. 5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am
ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among
a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the
King, the LORD Almighty.” 6 Then one of the seraphim
flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had
taken with tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my
mouth and said, “See, this has touched your lips; your
guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 8 Then I
heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send?

Holy Trinity_5-30-2021_Post Online_New

❑ 5/30/21 ❑ page 1

“Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth
was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him,
as you yourselves know. 23 This man was handed over
to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and
you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by
nailing him to the cross. 24 But God raised him from the
dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it
was impossible for death to keep its hold on him. 25 David said about him: “‘I saw the Lord always before me.
Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. 26
Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my
body also will rest in hope, 27 because you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead, you will not let your
holy one see decay. 28 You have made known to me the
paths of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence.’
29 “Fellow Israelites, I can tell you confidently that the
patriarch David died and was buried, and his tomb is
here to this day. 30 But he was a prophet and knew that
God had promised him on oath that he would place one
of his descendants on his throne. 31 Seeing what was to
come, he spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, that
he was not abandoned to the realm of the dead, nor did
his body see decay. 32 God has raised this Jesus to life,
and we are all witnesses of it. 33 Exalted to the right
hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see
and hear. 34 For David did not ascend to heaven, and
yet he said, “ ‘The Lord said to my Lord: “Sit at my right
hand 35 until I make your enemies a footstool for your
feet.” ’ 36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God
has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord
and Messiah.”
22

John 3:1–17 (NIV) 1 Now there was a Pharisee, a man
named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said,
“Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come
from God. For no one could perform the signs you are
doing if God were not with him.” 3 Jesus replied, “Very
truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.” 4 “How can someone be born
when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be
born!” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one
can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of
water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the
Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised
at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you
cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So
it is with everyone born of the Spirit.” 9 “How can this
be?” Nicodemus asked. 10 “You are Israel’s teacher,”
said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things?
11 Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and
we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do
not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of
earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you
believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever
gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven
—the Son of Man. 14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake
in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,
15 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in
him.” 16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one
and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his
Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save
the world through him.
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The Necessity of the Trinity
John 3:1–17
The exalted God who is near
(Isaiah 6:1; 57:15; Psalm 34:18)

❑ Born of the Spirit
(John 1:12-13; 3:3-11; 4:24; Titus 3:5)

❑ Son of Man and Son of God (John 3:12-17; Acts
2:24; Numbers 21:8; Colossians 1:19-20)

❑ The Father’s love
(John 3:16-17; 15:9; 1 John 4:8, 10)

Benediction: May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
2 Corinthians 13:14

The Necessity of the Trinity
John 3:1–17
Sonja Narvesen, in a recent missionary prayer letter
from Chad, Africa, wrote: “our language helper told me
his mother-in-law, Dahso, was [very] sick. . . . I had to
go see her, I knew her quite well. When I arrived, she
was laying down, shaking from a fever and incoherent.
. . . I sat by her side, prying, interceding. Her daughter
sat next to me, took the cold water I had brought,
poured some into her hand and dribbled it into her
mother’s mouth. Dahso drank it . . . ‘whoever gives a
cup of cold water in my name.’ Jesus be near.”
“Early the next morning our phone rang. Dahso had
died. I grabbed by headscarf and hurried to her home.
The appointed men for the burial came, dressed in
white, and took her covered body . . . out into the bush
to be buried. As her body left, the women stayed on the
mats and the wailing began.
“Dahso was so loved because she loved well. Six
months earlier, I watched her hold her dying 13-monthold granddaughter and then care for her own griefstricken daughter. It’s hard to grieve with those that
have no hope. But God is so gracious and compassionate with us. He is close to the broken hearted. What a
privilege it is to be Jesus to those around us, to give a
drink of cold water, to pray, to grieve. I praise God for
putting Dahso in my life, for through her, God had deepened my love for those who desperately need the hope
we have in Christ. Jesus may you be glorified in us and
through us so that others my know you. Amen.”
In our suffering, grief and trials, we as Christians, find
comfort and hope in the God who has revealed Himself
as Triune: One God—in three persons—Father, Son and
Holy Spirit.
This One God is high and exalted in glory and holiness
beyond description as Isaiah experienced in our first
lesson this morning. And yet in Isaiah 57:15 God says
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he is near to the lowly: For this is what the high and

exalted One says—he who lives forever, whose name is
holy: “I live in a high and holy place, but also with the
one who is contrite and lowly in spirit, to revive the
spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart of the contrite.
Psalm 34:18 teaches: The LORD is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit. (NIV)
Only a God who is a Trinity can be both transcendent—
that is, exalted and separate from the creation He made,
and immanent—entering into this creation in human
flesh—to suffer and die for us.
In Jesus, God entered our world to bear our sorrows

and carry our grief.

While we find glimpses of the Trinity in the Old Testament, it is revealed to us clearly in the New Testament
as the means of our salvation.
In our Gospel lesson today, Jesus teaches the necessity of the Trinity which is the theme of my message.
This account begins with a man in search of the truth:
1Now

there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus
who was a member of the Jewish ruling council. 2He
came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that
you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one
could perform the signs you are doing if God were not
with him.”
Nicodemus, a respected member of the Jewish ruling
council, came to Jesus under the cover of darkness to
check out this teacher who had all the credentials of a
true prophet of God. Nicodemus got more than he bargained for. Jesus promptly told him, that to enter the
kingdom of God, Nicodemus must be
Born of the Spirit
3Jesus

replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the
kingdom of God unless they are born again.” 4 “How can
someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked.

“Surely they cannot enter a second time into their
mother’s womb to be born!” 5 Jesus answered, “Very
truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God
unless they are born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh
gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7
You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be
born again.’ 8The wind blows wherever it pleases. You
hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from
or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the
Spirit.”
Nicodemus correctly realized that, what Jesus was saying, was humanly impossible. 4"How can a man be
born when he is old?" Nicodemus asked. "Surely he cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb to be
born!"
Nicodemus wanted to see the Kingdom of God! Nicodemus had been doing everything he knew how, to pursue
a life worthy of God’s kingdom—and now he was struck
by the fact that Jesus was requiring of him something
he couldn’t do.
The late German pastor and theologian, Helmut Thielicke wrote: “To be born again at least implies an absolutely new beginning, not a reformation of life, not a
turning over of a new leaf, not the addition of some new
attribute or aspect or capacity, but something so radical
that by it we are going to be something altogether different from what we have been.”
We cannot produce this new beginning by our efforts.
We cannot cause ourselves to be born again—it is the
work of the Holy Spirit.
Titus 3:5 teaches us this truth: He saved us, not be-

cause of righteous things we had done, but because of
his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth
and renewal by the Holy Spirit (NIV).

This new birth requires a spiritual cleansing—the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. Jesus
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said, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they

are born of water and the Spirit.

Only the Holy Spirit can accomplish the cleansing that
is required through baptism.
This new birth is spiritual, not physical. We heard in
verses 6-7, Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit

gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at my
saying, 'You must be born again.'
Jesus plainly said, “Your first birth was physical. Your
second birth must be spiritual—and only a spiritual being can give birth to a spiritual child.
Remember what John wrote at the beginning of the gospel: Yet to all who received him, to those who believed

in his name, he gave the right to become children of
God—children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God.
(John 1:12-13 NIV)

Spiritual birth can only come from God who is Spirit
(John 4:24).
And this new birth cannot be understood or even accepted by human reason.

“How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very truly I tell you, we speak of
what we know, and we testify to what we have seen,
but still you people do not accept our testimony.”
9

The new birth must be received by faith, and it is the
Holy Spirit that calls us to faith through the Gospel.
Jesus is unequivocally teaching the necessity of the
Trinity because a person cannot be saved and enter
God’s kingdom without the Holy Spirit. Without the
Holy Spirit we cannot be saved.
The Holy Spirit is not a force or a power, He is a person.
The Bible tells us He is God—not part of God, but fully
divine—one with the Father and Jesus the Son.

But a God who is only Spirit, must enter our world
through intermediaries (such as angels) or through temporary physical manifestations (called theophanies).
But in Jesus, God entered our world through an incarnation.
Incarnation means God in flesh. And so, Jesus teaches
the necessity of believing that He is both
Son of Man and Son of God
12I

have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly
things? 13 No one has ever gone into heaven except the
one who came from heaven—the Son of Man. 14 Just as
Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son
of Man must be lifted up, 15 that everyone who believes
may have eternal life in him.” 16 For God so loved the
world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17
For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn
the world, but to save the world through him.
Here Jesus taught that He is both the Son of Man and
the Son of God.
This is what our catechism teaches: “Jesus Christ is
true God, begotten of the Father, and therefore without
beginning, and true man, born of the Virgin Mary.”
Martin Luther often quoted Acts 2:24 (our New Testament Lesson for today), where Peter says it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him. Luther taught
“that death was not able to hold Christ, since deity and
humanity were united in one Person.”
Jesus could die because he was true man, but death
could not hold Him because He was true God.
The catechism teaches us: “It was necessary for our
Savior to be true man in order that He might fulfill the
law for us, and suffer and die in our place.”
This is what Jesus said in verse 14:
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Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness,
so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 that everyone
who believes may have eternal life in him.”
14

Jesus referred to the event in Numbers 21 where the
people of Israel grumbled against God. We are told:
6Then

the LORD sent venomous snakes among them;
they bit the people and many Israelites died. 7he people
came to Moses and said, "We sinned when we spoke
against the LORD and against you. Pray that the LORD
will take the snakes away from us." So Moses prayed for
the people. 8The LORD said to Moses, "Make a snake and
put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten can look at it
and live." (Numbers 21:6-8 NIV)
The sole purpose of this serpent being lifted up in the
wilderness was to save the Israelites from death due to
their rebellion against God. They looked to it and were
given life.
Even so, Jesus was lifted up on a cross for our rebellion—our sin—against God. When we look to Him in
faith we are given eternal life.
The catechism also teaches that “It was necessary for
our Savior to be true God so that His blood might have
unlimited power to pay for the sins of all people.”
Colossians 1:19-20 teaches: For God was pleased to

have all his fullness dwell in him, 20and through him to
reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth
or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood,
shed on the cross. (NIV)
Jesus could not have saved us unless He was true God
and true man. Only God could save us, and only God
become man could fulfill the law for us and suffer and
die in our place.
And third, Jesus shows the necessity of the Trinity
by teaching about the Father’s love.
The Father’s love (John 3:16-17; 15:9; 1 John 4:10,19)

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish
but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son
into the world to condemn the world, but to save the
world through him.
16

In the Trinity we see the Father-love of God.
The fact that God would stoop down and save sinful humanity is a deep mystery. The answer can only be
found in the unlimited love of the Father.
Jesus said to His disciples: "As the Father has loved
me, so have I loved you. . . .” John 15:9 (NIV)
We are taught in 1 John 4:8 that God is love. And in
verse 10 we are told: In this is love, not that we have

loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be
the propitiation for our sins. . . .. (ESV)

Love, real Biblical love, is only something persons do in
relationship with one another. As Pastor and author
Timothy Keller points out, a uni-personal god—a god
who is only one person—could not be love, for love requires a relationship.
Without God being a Trinity, He could not be love and
express that love as a Father sending his Son in love to
the world he made.
There is no salvation apart from the Trinity. No other
God but a Trinity could in this way save humanity.
Jesus prayed to the Father that if there is any other
way, to let this cup of suffering pass from Him. But
there was no other way.
You see, if there were no Trinity, we could not be
saved.
For there must be a Father in heaven, who so loved
the world, that He sent His only begotten Son to become a human being;
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there must be a Son, who, as God incarnate, fulfilled
the law for us and suffered and died in our place—redeeming us from our sin;
and there must be a Holy Spirit, who as God, calls us
through the gospel, convicting us of sin, and bringing
us to a saving faith in Jesus Christ, making us a new
creation, the temple in which He lives.
And so, the Trinity is necessary for us to be saved. To
God be the glory, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Let us pray . . .
Benediction: May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
2 Corinthians 13:14

