Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
June 20, 2021
Psalm 124 (NIV) A song of ascents. Of David.
1 If the LORD had not been on our side—let Israel say—
2 if the LORD had not been on our side when people attacked us, 3 they would have swallowed us alive when
their anger flared against us; 4 the flood would have engulfed us, the torrent would have swept over us, 5 the
raging waters would have swept us away. 6 Praise be to
the LORD, who has not let us be torn by their teeth. 7 We
have escaped like a bird from the fowler’s snare; the
snare has been broken, and we have escaped. 8 Our help
is in the name of the LORD, the Maker of heaven and
earth.
Job 38:1–11 (NIV) 1 Then the LORD spoke to Job out of
the storm. He said: 2 “Who is this that obscures my
plans with words without knowledge? 3 Brace yourself
like a man; I will question you, and you shall answer
me. 4 “Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation? Tell me, if you understand. 5 Who marked off its
dimensions? Surely you know! Who stretched a measuring line across it? 6 On what were its footings set, or
who laid its cornerstone—7while the morning stars sang
together and all the angels shouted for joy? 8 “Who shut
up the sea behind doors when it burst forth from the
womb, 9 when I made the clouds its garment and
wrapped it in thick darkness, 10 when I fixed limits for
it and set its doors and bars in place, 11 when I said,
‘This far you may come and no farther; here is where
your proud waves halt’?
2 Corinthians 6:1–13 (NIV) 1 As God’s co-workers we
urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain. 2 For he
says, “In the time of my favor I heard you, and in the
day of salvation I helped you.” I tell you, now is the time
of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation. 3 We put no
stumbling block in anyone’s path, so that our ministry
will not be discredited. 4 Rather, as servants of God we
commend ourselves in every way: in great endurance;
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in troubles, hardships and distresses; 5 in beatings, imprisonments and riots; in hard work, sleepless nights
and hunger; 6 in purity, understanding, patience and
kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love; 7 in
truthful speech and in the power of God; with weapons
of righteousness in the right hand and in the left; 8
through glory and dishonor, bad report and good report;
genuine, yet regarded as impostors; 9 known, yet regarded as unknown; dying, and yet we live on; beaten,
and yet not killed; 10 sorrowful, yet always rejoicing;
poor, yet making many rich; having nothing, and yet
possessing everything. 11 We have spoken freely to you,
Corinthians, and opened wide our hearts to you. 12 We
are not withholding our affection from you, but you are
withholding yours from us. 13 As a fair exchange—I
speak as to my children—open wide your hearts also.
Mark 4:35–41 (NIV) 35 That day when evening came, he
said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other side.”
36 Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just
as he was, in the boat. There were also other boats with
him. 37 A furious squall came up, and the waves broke
over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. 38 Jesus
was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples
woke him and said to him, “Teacher, don’t you care if
we drown?” 39 He got up, rebuked the wind and said to
the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died down
and it was completely calm. 40 He said to his disciples,
“Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?” 41
They were terrified and asked each other, “Who is this?
Even the wind and the waves obey him!”

Spiritual Fathers
2 Corinthians 6:1-13
Outline
❑ The imperative of Salvation
(verses 1-2; 2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 John 2:2; Titus
2:11; Matthew 6:25, 32-33)
❑ The imperative of integrity
(verses 3, 6-7; 1 Corinthians 16:14; 1 John 4:19)

Spiritual Fathers
2 Corinthians 6:1-13
A blessed Father’s Day to all of you Dads that are here
today and those watching at home. And that includes
all of you who filling the role of a dad—perhaps as a
grandfather, a stepdad, or a mentor. Maybe your role
is as a spiritual father to someone you are discipling in
the faith.
No matter what your role, there is a desperate need for
spiritual fathers. Any man can be a father. But what
the world needs—what our families need—are men that
will be spiritual leaders to children.

❑ The imperative of servanthood
(verses 4-5, 8-10; Mark 10:45)

As far as we know, Paul had no children; yet he was the
spiritual father to many, and provides the example of
what it means to be a spiritual leader.

❑ The imperative of affection
(verses 11-13; Philippians 1:8; Mark 1:11)

So, today I have a vital message for fathers (myself included). Now, if you are not a male, don’t think this
message is irrelevant to you. These truths that I’ll share
are essential to everyone, and to every relationship, but
they are especially fundamental for fathers.
The first essential truth we discover in this text is

Benediction: God be gracious to us and bless us, and
cause Your face to shine upon us—that Your way may
be known on the earth, Your salvation among all nations. (Psalm 67:1-2 NASB)

The imperative of Salvation
1As

God’s co-workers we urge you not to receive God’s
grace in vain. 2 For he says, “In the time of my favor I
heard you, and in the day of salvation I helped you.” I
tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of
salvation.
God has extended His grace to everyone. That grace is
summarized in the verse preceding this passage:
2 Corinthians 5:21 says, God made him who had no sin
to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. (NIV)
That is grace—Jesus becoming sin for us so that we can
receive His righteousness. What an unbelievable ex-
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change! There is nothing we can do to earn or deserve
this gift—that’s what makes it grace.
1 John 2:2 tells us Jesus did this for everyone—He died
for the sins of the whole world.
Titus 2:11 teaches us, For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people (ESV).
God has extended His grace to all, but not all receive
His grace by faith and are saved.
Many have been recipients of God’s grace to no avail!
They have received it in vain, producing nothing.
The imperative of salvation is first of all, that as Dads,
we must heed this appeal. Are you saved?
We cannot be the spiritual leaders, the spiritual fathers
our children need until we have settled this question
with God. Have you received the grace God offers you
through Jesus Christ by faith? Have you received the
forgiveness of sin and the salvation Jesus paid for you
on the cross? Have you received Jesus as your Savior
and Lord? If not, as Paul pleads, now is the time of
God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.
Now, of course, this is not just for fathers—it is for
everyone! Have you received God’s gift of salvation? Or
have you received God’s grace in vain? The grace of God
is given to all people through the gospel. Whenever the
gospel is proclaimed, read, or taught, the Holy Spirit is
there extending God’s grace to you, convicting your
heart of sin, and giving you the faith to believe.
Will you receive the free gift of salvation today? Now is
the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.
The second part of the imperative of salvation is that we
make this our highest aim as a dad. Our most important task is not to provide food for our family, or a
place to live or clothes to wear.
Jesus said, Matthew 6:25, 32-33, "Therefore I tell you,
do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink;
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or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more
important than food, and the body more important than
clothes?
32For

the pagans run after all these things, and your
heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33But seek
first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these
things will be given to you as well. (NIV)
The kingdom of God and his righteousness come
through believing and receiving Jesus as Lord and Savior. So, our most important task is leading our children
to salvation.
As Lutherans, we believe that process begins with God’s
grace extended in baptism—and that is why we baptize
infants. But baptism not some magical act that gives
eternal security. While God does give grace to that infant for salvation in baptism, that child, as he or she
grows older, must come to a conscious faith in Jesus,
acknowledging that they are sinners in need of forgiveness and placing their trust in Jesus for salvation.
So, we share the gospel with our children—nurturing
them through the Word of God—so they come to a mature faith in Jesus as their savior.
The second truth we discover is
The imperative of integrity
We put no stumbling block in anyone’s path, so that our
ministry will not be discredited.
3

Our ministry (whether as pastors or laity), our witness
can be discredited by our actions, words and attitudes.
This is the imperative of setting a good example for
those in our sphere of influence—especially for our family, but also in every area of life.
The example of our integrity will set the right standard
for our family. (This is true also at work and in every
other relationship.)
Children will copy what we do, far more than they will
do what we say.

What kind of example are you setting for your children?
One of the saddest situations I’ve seen while working in
the jail is to have both father and son incarcerated at
the same time. That makes you wonder, what kind of
example was set by the father.
We catch a glimpse of the standard of integrity set by
Paul and his coworkers in verses 6-7:
in purity, understanding, patience and kindness; in the
Holy Spirit and in sincere love; 7 in truthful speech and in
the power of God; with weapons of righteousness in the
right hand and in the left;
6

These are the qualities we must exemplify if we are to
be men of integrity as spiritual fathers. (And again, this
applies to everyone in their Christian lives and witness.)
We can’t do it on our own or by our own goodness. We
demonstrate purity, understanding, patience and kindness; in the Holy Spirit. We do it in sincere love which is
itself a fruit of the Holy Spirit.
1 Corinthians 16:14 commands us to Do everything in
love. (NIV)
Living a life of integrity is not motivated by fear, or obligation or duty but by love. And it is to be a reflection of
God’s love for us. We love because God first loved us. (1
John 4:19) Sincere and genuine love expresses itself in
our attitudes and actions, and in the words we use.
We are told in verse 7 that our weapons as spiritual fathers, are not anger and the threat of punishment, but
of righteousness in the right hand and in the left. That’s
integrity—displaying Christ’s righteousness in our lives.
The third truth given in this passage is
The imperative of servanthood
Rather, as servants of God we commend ourselves in
every way
4

Men, we have been called to be the spiritual leaders in
our homes and in our church. But this is not to be a
top-down, authoritarian (or autocratic) form of leadership. It is bottom up, sacrificial, servant leadership.
It is the leadership modeled by Jesus. For even the Son
of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to
give his life as a ransom for many." Mark 10:45 (NIV)
Servant leadership is a hard and messy job—it’s dirty
work. The apostle Paul set the example: 4 . . . in great
endurance; in troubles, hardships and distresses; 5 in
beatings, imprisonments and riots; in hard work, sleepless nights and hunger; . . . . 8 through glory and dishonor, bad report and good report; genuine, yet regarded
as impostors; 9 known, yet regarded as unknown; dying,
and yet we live on; beaten, and yet not killed; 10 sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich;
having nothing, and yet possessing everything.
This kind of leadership is not for the faint of heart. It is
courageous, sacrificial leadership. The job requires endurance through troubles, hardships and distresses.
You may not be persecuted, but you will undoubtedly
experience sleepless nights. You may suffer hunger because you’ve missed meal helping a son or daughter or
someone else. You will be misunderstood at times—dishonored and given a bad report.
This sacrificial, servant leadership is the heart of what
it means to be a spiritual father.
This job is absolutely impossible in our own strength!
As I said under the imperative of integrity, it requires
the Spirit of God empowering us.
Spiritual fathers, depending on the indwelling Holy
Spirit, will be 10 sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet
making many rich; having nothing, and yet possessing
everything!
Finally, we are given the
The imperative of affection
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We have spoken freely to you, Corinthians, and opened
wide our hearts to you. 12 We are not withholding our affection from you, but you are withholding yours from us.
13 As a fair exchange—I speak as to my children—open
wide your hearts also.
11

Affection—a warmth of feeling is vital for us to have as
Fathers. Our children, spiritual or otherwise, need to
know they are loved.
But Paul does not speak of affection here as just a warm
feeling—but an inner yearning for close, intimate fellowship with those he loves.
In Philippians 1:8 Paul says, For God is my witness, how
I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus.
(ESV)
It is the affection of Christ Jesus we are passing along to
our children, as we have experienced that affection
through Christ’s love for us.
But feelings are not enough! They must be put into
words and deeds!
Paul says,11 We have spoken freely to you, Corinthians,
and opened wide our hearts to you.
One of the most important traits of a spiritual father is
that he demonstrates affection for his children by
speaking blessing over them.
Children need our blessing. A blessing is a verbal affirmation, often accompanied by physical touch, that validates the value and worth of that person in your sight
(as well as in God’s sight).
A blessing is more than a word of encouragement; it is
a prayer for them to experience God’s goodness and
mercy and pictures for them a positive vision for their
future—to become all that God created them to be.
Even Jesus needed to hear His father’s blessing: after
Jesus was baptized, we are told, and a voice came from
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heaven: "You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am
well pleased." (Mark 1:11 NIV)
And because Jesus received His Father’s blessing, we
also receive the blessing of our Heavenly Father in
Christ and through Christ—so that we can bless our
children—and others through Christ.
There is incredible power in a Father’s blessing. Everyone who has received their father’s blessing knows the
acceptance and love that it lends to every part of their
lives. Anyone who has been denied their father’s blessing carries the rejection and hurt into every part of their
lives.
Even our grown children need to hear you speak blessing to them, especially if you have never done it before.
This story illustrates that point.
Greg’s voice was filled with excitement as he called his
dad. He wanted to share with his father the good news,
“it looks like tomorrow is going to be the day.” It was
the day Greg had worked hard for, and hoped for. It
was the pinnacle of his growing number of achievements in his career as a satellite design engineer. The
conversation lasted only a few minutes because others
were standing in line to use the phone. He waited until
he was ready to hang up, and then he said it: “I love
you, Dad.”
He’d never told his father that before.
On the other end of the line, right then and there, in
front of his wife and their out-of-town guests, Greg’s
dad, normally unemotional, broke down in tears. “I love
you, son,” he replied. He had never said that before, not
in all of Greg’s 41 years. And he would never have a
chance to say it again.
On Jan. 28, 1986 Greg Jarvis and his six crewmates
died as the space shuttle Challenger exploded nine
miles over the Atlantic Ocean.

One essential responsibility of being a spiritual father is
telling our children we love them. It is the imperative of
affection, of blessing.
And, of course, this is not only for fathers. We are all to
give a blessing to others. We are called to bless.
And so, spiritual fathers are not those who have received the grace of God in vain, but are those who have
received Jesus Christ as their savior, and who seek to
share that salvation with their children, and everyone
else.
Spiritual fathers live lives of integrity, being a model of
righteousness and setting a godly standard in their
homes, church, business and community.
They are sacrificial, servant leaders, demonstrating affection toward their children and speaking blessing into
their lives.
Spiritual fathers daily face an impossible task empowered by the God for whom nothing is impossible.
Let us pray . . .
Benediction: God be gracious to us and bless us, and
cause Your face to shine upon us—that Your way may
be known on the earth, Your salvation among all nations. (Psalm 67:1-2 NASB)
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