Third Sunday after Pentecost
June 13, 2021
Psalm 1 (NIV) 1 Blessed is the one who does not walk in
step with the wicked or stand in the way that sinners
take or sit in the company of mockers, 2 but whose delight is in the law of the LORD, and who meditates on his
law day and night. 3 That person is like a tree planted
by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and
whose leaf does not wither—whatever they do prospers.
4 Not so the wicked! They are like chaff that the wind
blows away. 5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the
judgment, nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous.
6 For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked leads to destruction.
Ezekiel 17:22–24 (NIV) 22 “ ‘This is what the Sovereign
LORD says: I myself will take a shoot from the very top
of a cedar and plant it; I will break off a tender sprig
from its topmost shoots and plant it on a high and lofty
mountain. 23 On the mountain heights of Israel I will
plant it; it will produce branches and bear fruit and become a splendid cedar. Birds of every kind will nest in
it; they will find shelter in the shade of its branches. 24
All the trees of the forest will know that I the LORD bring
down the tall tree and make the low tree grow tall. I dry
up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish. “ ‘I the
LORD have spoken, and I will do it.’ ”
2 Corinthians 5:1-10 (NIV) 1 For we know that if the
earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building
from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands. 2 Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed
instead with our heavenly dwelling, 3 because when we
are clothed, we will not be found naked. 4 For while we
are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, because we
do not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed instead
with our heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may
be swallowed up by life. 5 Now the one who has fashioned us for this very purpose is God, who has given us
the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. 6
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Therefore we are always confident and know that as
long as we are at home in the body we are away from
the Lord. 7 For we live by faith, not by sight. 8 We are
confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the
body and at home with the Lord. 9 So we make it our
goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body
or away from it. 10 For we must all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may receive
what is due us for the things done while in the body,
whether good or bad.
Mark 4:26–34 (NIV) 26 He also said, “This is what the
kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the
ground. 27 Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up,
the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know
how. 28 All by itself the soil produces grain—first the
stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in the head. 29
As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it,
because the harvest has come.” 30 Again he said, “What
shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable
shall we use to describe it? 31 It is like a mustard seed,
which is the smallest of all seeds on earth. 32 Yet when
planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden
plants, with such big branches that the birds can perch
in its shade.” 33 With many similar parables Jesus
spoke the word to them, as much as they could understand. 34 He did not say anything to them without using
a parable. But when he was alone with his own disciples, he explained everything.

What is Your goal?

What is Your goal?

So we make it our goal to please Him
2 Corinthians 5:9

So we make it our goal to please him
2 Corinthians 5:9

❑ Our goal is defined by our destination. (verse 1)
❑ Our destination strengthens our determination
(verses 2-4; Romans 8:18, 22-23; Colossians 3:2-4)
❑ Our goal is reinforced by accountability (verse 10;
Hebrews 4:13)
What pleases the Lord?

I have many fond memories of that starting point, and
at various times in my life, I have done all of these adventures and more.

We please the Lord when we:
➢ live according to the Spirit
(verse 5; Romans 8:5-8)
➢ live by faith (verse 7; Hebrews 11:1, 5-6)
➢ have a proper fear of Him
(verses 10-11a; Psalm 147:11)

At the trailhead you can easily determine each group’s
destination by their gear. Whether they are carrying a
light day pack, or a bulging backpack, or a climbing
pack with an ice axe, rope and helmet strapped to it.
One’s destination will determine your preparation, your
path and your priorities. It will focus your efforts and
provide the perseverance needed to reach your goal:
whether it’s to stroll through a beautiful landscape or to
camp at a high-alpine lake, or to reach the top of the
Mountain.

Press on toward the goal!
(Philippians 3:12-14; Psalm 16:11)
Benediction: Hebrews 13:20-21 May the God of peace,
who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought
back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd
of the sheep, equip you with everything good for doing
his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him,
through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and
ever. Amen.
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The trailhead to Lake Ann near the Mt. Baker ski area,
is one of the most popular access points to the North
Cascade Wilderness. Day hikers can descend into a
beautiful alpine valley filled with wildflowers and a meandering stream and see marmots scurrying among the
rocks and boulders. Those who are more adventurous
will make the four-mile backpack to camp at Lake Ann
and enjoy stunning views of Mt. Shuksan to the North
and Mt. Baker to the South. Intrepid climbers will continue on to summit Mt. Shuksan by the Fisher chimney
route.
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So, what is your goal? In our text, the Apostle Paul
teaches that:
Our goal is defined by our destination.
1For

we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal house
in heaven, not built by human hands.

If you are a believer in Jesus Christ your ultimate destination is heaven. That is our real home, our eternal
home.
Paul begins this passage by focusing our attention on
our destination—on the final outcome of our life as followers of Jesus. He uses this picture of our eternal
home to frame what ought to be our greatest goal in life.
Second, we learn

Jesus is our life. Colossians 3:2-4 reminds us to 2Set
your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3For
you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.
4When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also
will appear with him in glory. (NIV)
Third, we learn that
Our goal is reinforced by accountability
10For

Our destination strengthens our determination
The glory of our final destination helps us to persevere
through the difficulties and hardships along the way.
2Meanwhile

we groan, longing to be clothed instead with
our heavenly dwelling, 3 because when we are clothed,
we will not be found naked. 4 For while we are in this
tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not
wish to be unclothed but to be clothed instead with our
heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life.
Our earthly life is filled with groanings and burdens because of sin. One day, we will be free from the presence
and penalty of sin and be transformed with a new glorified body.

we must all appear before the judgment seat of
Christ, so that each of us may receive what is due us for
the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.
The Bible tells us, that we must all give an account:
Hebrews 4:13 tells us, And no creature is hidden from
his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of
him to whom we must give account. (ESV)
We are told clearly in the Bible that this judgement does
not determine our salvation. That has already been secured for believers by the blood of Christ.
This is an accounting of our stewardship of what we
have been given by grace; the gifts and opportunities
with which God has blessed us.
In light of these truths Paul says

In Romans 8:18 Paul said: I consider that our present
sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that
will be revealed in us. (NIV)

So we make it our goal to please the Lord.

Romans 8:22-23 says, 22We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right
up to the present time. 23Not only so, but we ourselves,
who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as
we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption
of our bodies. (NIV)

So, then let’s discover

We have determination in the face of suffering and trials
because we have the promise that what is mortal will be
swallowed up by life.

It is primarily about a relationship with Jesus. It’s
about seeking Him above everything else.
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Ephesians 5:10 commands us to: . . . find out what
pleases the Lord. (NIV)
What pleases the Lord?
First we need to know that pleasing God is not about
performance—it is not about getting it perfect, of not
making mistakes.

The secret to pleasing the Lord is to find our pleasure
in Him and to discover His pleasure in us.

Pastor and theologian, John Piper emphasizes that God
is most pleased with us when we are most satisfied with
Him.
We please God when our relationship with the Lord, and
all of His goodness—His love, joy and peace, becomes
our greatest treasure; when knowing God, personally
and intimately, is what we value the most.

The second truth we discover is we please the Lord
when we
live by faith
7

For we live by faith, not by sight.

There are three truths given in this passage that teach
us how to please the Lord.

Hebrews 11:5-6 teaches us that By faith Enoch . . . was
commended as one who pleased God. 6And without faith
it is impossible to please God, because anyone who
comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

First, we discover that we please the Lord when we:

Enoch walked with God by faith.

live according to the Spirit

Faith is trusting the promises of God for the final outcome, even when we cannot see all the steps that lead
there.

Now the one who has fashioned us for this very purpose is God, who has given us the Spirit as a deposit,
guaranteeing what is to come.
5

Now the Spirit is not just a down payment on our final
destination, but the means and power of achieving our
goal of pleasing the Lord.
Romans 8:5-9 tells us: 5For those who live according to
the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but
those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on
the things of the Spirit. 6 For to set the mind on the flesh
is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and
peace. 7 For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to
God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot. 8 Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 9
You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in
fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not
have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. (ESV)
Our mindset will determine how we live. God has given
us the Holy Spirit so we can keep our focus on the eternal and not the temporal. We cannot please God living
according to our sinful human nature. It is only by living by the power and guidence of the Holy Spirit that we
can please the Lord.

3 Pentecost_6-13-2021_What is Your Goal_Post Online

❑ 6/11/21 ❑ page 4

Hebrews 11:1 reminds us: Now faith is being sure of
what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.
(NIV)
We please the Lord by trusting in His promises and depending on Him for every step of our journey here on
earth.
The third truth we discover is we please the Lord when
we
have a proper fear of Him
For we must all appear before the judgment seat of
Christ, so that each of us may receive what is due us
for the things done while in the body, whether good or
bad. 11 Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord,
we try to persuade others.
10

Psalm 147:11 teaches us that the LORD takes pleasure
in those who fear him, in those who hope in his steadfast
love. (NRSV)
The proper fear of God is not that we cringe in terror of
God’s judgment, but that we have such a reverent respect for His righteousness and holiness that we want
to please Him in all we do.

Our catechism teaches that “to fear God above all things
means that I honor Him so much that I will not offend
Him by anything I think, say, or do.”

God does not want us to live that way. He wants our
lives to have meaning and purpose—and that comes
when we make it our goal to please him!

Pastor and author Timothy Keller put it well when he
wrote: “Fearing God is . . . to be so filled with joyful awe
before the magnificence of God that we tremble at the
privilege of knowing, serving and pleasing Him.”

In Philippians 3:12-14 the Apostle Paul exhorts us to:

One day we will trade in this shabby tent of a body for
a magnificent mansion that Jesus is even now preparing for us (John 14:1-2).
Keeping focused on our eternal destiny helps us to persevere through life’s temptations, trials and tribulations, knowing that these are only light and momentary
compared to the eternal glory we will experience in
heaven (2 Corinthians 4:17).
These two truths, coupled with knowing that we will
have to give an account to Jesus of our stewardship
here on earth, ought to motivate us toward the goal of
pleasing the Lord.
We please Him when we live according to the Spirit and
by faith, with a proper fear (or reverence) of God, seeking His presence as our greatest reward, and finding
pleasure in personally knowing and serving Him.
In working with young people who are constantly getting in trouble (we used to call them juvenile delinquents), I find that they have no goals. I’d ask them, “if
you could be anything you wanted, what would you do
with your life?” Despite my encouragements to dream
big or my probing to discover what would they find fulfilling, they reply, “I dunno, just hang with my friends.”
We need to inspire young people to dream big, to set
goals that will bring them fulfillment. There is no
greater goal or greater fulfillment than to please God!
Without a destination, we live an aimless life—without
goals or direction or fulfillment.
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press on toward the goal!
12Not

that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ
Jesus has made me his own. 13Brothers, I do not consider
that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting
what lies behind and straining forward to what lies
ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the
upward call of God in Christ Jesus. (ESV)
Pleasing the Lord is the goal because to please God is to
find our pleasure in Him—to discover that He is our
greatest treasure, our most fulfilling pursuit. In Him we
discover life as it was meant to be and the abundant
pleasure of being in His presence.
Psalm 16:11 promises: You have made known to me the
path of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence, with
eternal pleasures at your right hand. (NIV)
To please God is to have eternal pleasures!
Press on! Make it your goal to please the Lord!
To know God and enjoy Him forever is the prize!
Let us pray . . .
Benediction: Hebrews 13:20-21 May the God of peace,
who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought
back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd
of the sheep, equip you with everything good for doing
his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him,
through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and
ever. Amen.

