Second Sunday after Pentecost
June 6, 2021
Psalm 130 (NIV) A song of ascents. 1 Out of the depths I
cry to you, LORD; 2 Lord, hear my voice. Let your ears be
attentive to my cry for mercy. 3 If you, LORD, kept a record of sins, Lord, who could stand? 4 But with you there
is forgiveness, so that we can, with reverence, serve you.
5 I wait for the LORD, my whole being waits, and in his
word I put my hope. 6 I wait for the Lord more than
watchmen wait for the morning, more than watchmen
wait for the morning. 7 Israel, put your hope in the LORD,
for with the LORD is unfailing love and with him is full
redemption. 8 He himself will redeem Israel from all
their sins.
Genesis 3:8–15 (NIV) 8 Then the man and his wife heard
the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the
garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD
God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God
called to the man, “Where are you?” 10 He answered, “I
heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was
naked; so I hid.” 11 And he said, “Who told you that you
were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 12 The man said, “The
woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit
from the tree, and I ate it.” 13 Then the LORD God said
to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The
woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 So
the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have
done this, “Cursed are you above all livestock and all
wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will
eat dust all the days of your life. 15 And I will put enmity
between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will
strike his heel.”
2 Corinthians 4:13–5:1 (NIV) 13 It is written: “I believed;
therefore I have spoken.” Since we have that same spirit
of faith, we also believe and therefore speak, 14 because
we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from
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the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us
with you to himself. 15 All this is for your benefit, so that
the grace that is reaching more and more people may
cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God. 16
Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we
are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed
day by day. 17 For our light and momentary troubles are
achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs
them all. 18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but
on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but
what is unseen is eternal. 5:1 For we know that if the
earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building
from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands.
Mark 3:20–35 (NIV) 20 Then Jesus entered a house, and
again a crowd gathered, so that he and his disciples
were not even able to eat. 21 When his family heard
about this, they went to take charge of him, for they
said, “He is out of his mind.” 22 And the teachers of the
law who came down from Jerusalem said, “He is possessed by Beelzebul! By the prince of demons he is driving out demons.” 23 So Jesus called them over to him
and began to speak to them in parables: “How can Satan drive out Satan? 24 If a kingdom is divided against
itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25 If a house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand. 26 And if
Satan opposes himself and is divided, he cannot stand;
his end has come. 27 In fact, no one can enter a strong
man’s house without first tying him up. Then he can
plunder the strong man’s house. 28 Truly I tell you, people can be forgiven all their sins and every slander they
utter, 29 but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit
will never be forgiven; they are guilty of an eternal sin.”
30 He said this because they were saying, “He has an
impure spirit.” 31 Then Jesus’ mother and brothers arrived. Standing outside, they sent someone in to call
him. 32 A crowd was sitting around him, and they told
him, “Your mother and brothers are outside looking for
you.” 33 “Who are my mother and my brothers?” he

asked. 34 Then he looked at those seated in a circle
around him and said, “Here are my mother and my
brothers! 35 Whoever does God’s will is my brother and
sister and mother.”
Unforgivable?
Mark 3:20–35
Outline
❖ All sin can be forgiven
(verse 28; Psalm 130:3-4; Leviticus 24:16; Psalm
103:12; Isaiah 43:25; Exodus 34:6–7)

❖ An eternal sin
(verses 29-30; 2 Peter 3:9; Ephesians 4:30;
1 Thessalonians 5:19; Matthew 6:14-15)

❖ Lunatic, liar or Lord?
(verses 20-27; 31-35)

Unforgivable?
Mark 3:20–35
A number of years ago, I received this testimony from
the Navigators, a Christian organization dedicated to
training believers to share Jesus Christ with others and
disciple them to maturity in Christ.
Jennifer was a single mother with two young boys. Her
aunt became terminally ill and very depressed. The
aunt closed her doors to all visitors and phone calls. It
seemed she just wanted to be left alone to die.
Her aunt had always loved Jennifer’s sons, so she decided simply to show up on her aunt’s doorstep with
them and see what would happen. The aunt welcomed
their visit with joy. Jennifer returned several times. In
her visits she spoke of the Good News of Jesus Christ.
On her final visit, as her aunt lay in a very weakened
condition, Jennifer took her hand and spoke of God’s
forgiveness, using her own personal testimony.
With tears, the aunt replied, ‘Oh, God could never forgive me!’ She went on to explain the haunting guilt she
still carried over an indiscretion she had committed as
a young woman.
Jennifer explained that God could and would forgive
her, and how to receive that forgiveness. Her aunt
prayed to receive Jesus and afterwards acknowledged
that she now had the assurance of God’s forgiveness.
Then, still holding Jennifer’s hand, she said, I’m ready
to die now,’ closed her eyes and passed into eternity.
In witnessing to others, I’ve often been told by them that
God could not forgive their sins. That their sins were
too terrible and numerous to be forgiven.
It is wonderful to show them in Scripture the promises
of forgiveness available through Jesus and the many examples of God’s gracious forgiveness for any and all sin.
But this passage before us also contains a word of Jesus
that have upset many a troubled soul. So, we need to
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settle the question: Is there any sin that is unforgivable?
Unforgivable? That is the theme of today’s message.
As we begin, we need to hear clearly what Jesus said in
verse 28:
All sin can be forgiven
28Truly

I tell you, people can be forgiven all their sins and
every slander they utter
Our Psalm today, Psalm 130 teaches us:
3If

you, LORD, kept a record of sins, Lord, who could
stand? 4But with you there is forgiveness, so that we can,
with reverence, serve you.
In my last visit with inmates at the Jail this week, a
prisoner confessed to me his sin, and with tears in his
eyes plaintively asked, “can God forgive me?”
I replied, without hesitation, “yes, God can certainly forgive you!” I shared with him this verse from Mark 3:28,
Truly I tell you, people can be forgiven all their sins and
every slander they utter.
The New Living Translation puts it succinctly: “I tell you
the truth, all sin and blasphemy can be forgiven”
The late Bible scholar, Richard Lenski, comments: “The
range for pardon is indeed great since it extends over
every sin, no matter what it may be, and includes even
blasphemy, mocking, and vicious utterances that are
directly against God.”
Blasphemy is an insult that shows disrespect for God
or sacred things. It is to speak with contempt about
God or to be defiantly irreverent. Blasphemy is to reproach God’s name, character, work, or attributes.

congregation shall stone him. The sojourner as well as
the native, when he blasphemes the Name, shall be put
to death. (ESV)
And yet, the Bible shows how we are also guilty of blaspheming. Every time we do or say something that gives
others a false representation of the glory, holiness, authority, and character of God, we commit blasphemy.
Every time we misrepresent our position as children of
God, we are damaging His reputation.
Our catechism teaches: “I profane [or blaspheme] the
name of God if I teach and live in a manner contrary to
the Word of God.”
That covers a lot of ground. The fact is, our sin is worse
than we thought. Fortunately, God’s grace is greater
still. Jesus said even blasphemy is forgivable.
Richard Lenski instructs us that the word for forgive
that Jesus used means “‘to send away’ sins so that they
shall never be found again.”
As Psalm 103:12 says, as far as the east is from the west,
so far has he removed our transgressions from us. (NIV)
Only God can send our sin away, as far as the east is
from the west. Only God can blot out our sin and remember them no more (Isaiah 43:25).
It is God’s glory to forgive sin. When Moses asked to see
God’s glory, we are told God . . . passed in front of Moses,
proclaiming, “The Lord, the Lord, the compassionate and
gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving
wickedness, rebellion and sin.” (Exodus 34:6–7 NIV)
What Jesus taught, and all of Scripture teaches, is that
every sin is forgivable.

The sentence for blasphemy under the Law was death!

But while Jesus says all sin can be forgiven, Jesus
also said there is

Leviticus 24:16 decrees: Whoever blasphemes the name
of the LORD shall surely be put to death. All the

An eternal sin
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29but

whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will
never be forgiven; they are guilty of an eternal sin.” 30He
said this because they were saying, “He has an impure
spirit.”
So, which is it? Can every sin be forgiven, or is there a
sin or sins that cannot be forgiven?
What did Jesus mean when He said, “whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven;
they are guilty of an eternal sin”?
The religious leaders were accusing Jesus of being possessed by a demon and performing miracles by the
power of Satan rather than the power of the Holy Spirit.
To call the work of the Holy Spirit satanic, is blasphemy
against the Holy Spirit!
Jesus warned them that to persist in that course would
mean damnation. (The Greek word for blasphemes indicates that this is something you have done and continue to do.)
I don’t believe Jesus gave this warning in anger, but in
love. God wants no one to perish but all to come to
repentance (2 Peter 3:9).
It is the role of the Holy Spirit to apply the forgiveness
won by Jesus Christ to the sinner. Through the Law
and the Gospel, the Holy Spirit brings conviction of our
sin, grants us repentance, and gives us a saving faith in
Jesus Christ.
Blaspheming the Holy Spirit is the continual and ongoing rejection of the Spirit’s testimony regarding our own
sinful condition and the saving work of Christ so that
our hearts become unable to believe and so receive forgiveness. (R. Kent Hughes)
Without the Holy Spirit, we cannot be saved (which was
last week’s message). Without the Holy Spirit we cannot
be forgiven. To blaspheme the Holy Spirit is to reject
the work of the Spirit and so reject the forgiveness and
salvation He offers.
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Those who blaspheme the Holy Spirit “cut themselves
off from God’s saving grace through their own hardhearted unbelief.” (John MacArthur)
And so, the Bible warns believers not to grieve the Holy
Spirit (Ephesians 4:30) and not to quench the Spirit (1
Thessalonians 5:19).
Richard Lenski gives this word of encouragement to believers, but also this warning: “whoever fears that he
has committed the unpardonable sin thereby furnishes
evidence that he has not done so. Nor can any man commit it inadvertently or unconsciously. Its commission is
possible only when the Spirit, through the Word, has
come to a person and has been clearly recognized as
God’s Spirit with his divine power and grace to save.
When a person deliberately [and continually] answers
Him with blasphemy he forever nullifies even the Spirit’s
power to change him. His condition is then unalterable
like that of the devils and the damned in hell.”
Jesus gave another exception to forgiveness in Matthew
6:14-15.
For if you forgive other people when they sin against you,
your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do
not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive
your sins. (NIV)
So, is the sin of unforgiveness also unforgivable?
I believe Jesus is saying, “If you cannot forgive others,
then you have not really received God’s forgiveness.”
For if we really knew the massive debt of our sin and
the terrible cost Jesus paid to forgive it, then we could
not withhold such grace from anyone else.
Finally, whether or not you accept God’s forgiveness ultimately comes down to who you believe Jesus to be. Is
He a
Lunatic, liar or Lord?

Either Jesus is who He said He was, or He was a lunatic
(out of his mind), or a liar—who just claimed to be God
and actually performed miracles by demonic power, or
He was and is God.
All three of those options are in our text this morning.
First, we are told, Jesus’ family questioned His sanity:
20Then

Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd gathered, so that he and his disciples were not even able to
eat. 21When his family heard about this, they went to
take charge of him, for they said, “He is out of his mind.”
Then we are told that the religious authorities accused
Jesus of being a deceiver, a liar! They said that what
Jesus claimed to be done by the power of God, was actually done by the power of the devil.
And the teachers of the law who came down from Jerusalem said, “He is possessed by Beelzebul! By the
prince of demons he is driving out demons.”
22

Jesus dismisses that accusation in verses 23-27, saying
that a kingdom . . . divided against itself . . . cannot stand
. . . if Satan . . . is divided . . . his end has come.
In the closing verses of our gospel lesson, Jesus gives
the final alternative. We are told 31Then Jesus’ mother
and brothers arrived. Standing outside, they sent someone in to call him. 32 A crowd was sitting around him, and
they told him, “Your mother and brothers are outside
looking for you.” 33 “Who are my mother and my brothers?” he asked. 34 Then he looked at those seated in a
circle around him and said, “Here are my mother and my
brothers! 35 Whoever does God’s will is my brother and
sister and mother.”
It is God’s will to believe in the one whom God has sent
to be Savior and Lord. When we believe and receive Jesus as our Savior and Lord, through the work of the
Holy Spirit, we receive the forgiveness of sins and become a member of Christ’s eternal family.
So, who is Jesus to you?
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In the words of C.S. Lewis’ in Mere Christianity: “Either
this man was, and is, the Son of God: or else a madman
or something worse. You can shut Him up for a fool, you
can spit at Him and kill Him as a demon; or you can fall
at His feet and call Him Lord and God.”
When Jesus is truly Lord of your life, no sin is unforgivable!
The only sin that is unforgivable, is the one we refuse
to bring to God for forgiveness.
Even the sin of unforgiveness is forgivable, when by the
conviction of the Holy Spirit, we confess and repent of
that sin, and by the grace and power of God, forgive.
May you experience the love and grace of God to forgive
all your sin.
Let us pray . . .
Benediction: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with
you all. Amen.
(Philippians 4:23 NKJV)

