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Psalm 139:1–16 (NIV) 1You have searched me, LORD,
and you know me. 2You know when I sit and when I
rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. 3You discern
my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with
all my ways. 4Before a word is on my tongue you, LORD,
know it completely. 5You hem me in behind and before,
and you lay your hand upon me. 6Such knowledge is
too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain. 7Where
can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your
presence? 8If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I
make my bed in the depths, you are there. 9If I rise on
the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the
sea, 10even there your hand will guide me, your right
hand will hold me fast. 11If I say, “Surely the darkness
will hide me and the light become night around me,” 12
even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night will
shine like the day, for darkness is as light to you.
Ezekiel 37:1–14 (NIV) 1The hand of the LORD was on me,
and he brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD and set
me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led
me back and forth among them, and I saw a great many
bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very
dry. 3He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?”
I said, “Sovereign LORD, you alone know.” 4Then he said
to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry
bones, hear the word of the LORD! 5This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life. 6I will attach tendons
to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you
with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to
life. Then you will know that I am the LORD.’” 7 So I
prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones
came together, bone to bone. 8I looked, and tendons and
flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but
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there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me,
“Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say
to it, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Come,
breath, from the four winds and breathe into these
slain, that they may live.’ ” 10So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life
and stood up on their feet—a vast army. 11 Then he said
to me: “Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel.
They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone;
we are cut off.’ 12Therefore prophesy and say to them:
‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: My people, I am
going to open your graves and bring you up from them;
I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 Then you,
my people, will know that I am the LORD, when I open
your graves and bring you up from them. 14 I will put
my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you
in your own land. Then you will know that I the LORD
have spoken, and I have done it, declares the LORD.’ ”
Acts 2:1–21 (NIV) 1 When the day of Pentecost came,
they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound
like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and
filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They
saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated
and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 5 Now there were
staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6 When they heard this sound, a
crowd came together in bewilderment, because each
one heard their own language being spoken. 7 Utterly
amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking
Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them
in our native language? 9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia,
Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and
the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11
(both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our
own tongues!” 12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one

another, “What does this mean?” 13 Some, however,
made fun of them and said, “They have had too much
wine.” 14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his
voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of
you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you;
listen carefully to what I say. 15 These people are not
drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! 16
No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 17 “ ‘In
the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all
people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your
young men will see visions, your old men will dream
dreams. 18 Even on my servants, both men and women,
I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will
prophesy. 19 I will show wonders in the heavens above
and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and billows
of smoke. 20 The sun will be turned to darkness and the
moon to blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. 21 And everyone who calls on the
name of the Lord will be saved.’
John 15:26–27 (NIV) 26 “When the Advocate comes,
whom I will send to you from the Father—the Spirit of
truth who goes out from the Father—he will testify
about me. 27 And you also must testify, for you have
been with me from the beginning.
John 16:4–15 (NIV) 4b I did not tell you this from the
beginning because I was with you, 5 but now I am going
to him who sent me. None of you asks me, ‘Where are
you going?’ 6 Rather, you are filled with grief because I
have said these things. 7 But very truly I tell you, it is
for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away,
the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send
him to you. 8 When he comes, he will prove the world to
be in the wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: 9 about sin, because people do not believe in me;
10 about righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; 11 and about
judgment, because the prince of this world now stands
condemned. 12 “I have much more to say to you, more
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than you can now bear. 13 But when he, the Spirit of
truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will
not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears,
and he will tell you what is yet to come. 14 He will glorify
me because it is from me that he will receive what he
will make known to you. 15 All that belongs to the Father
is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will receive from
me what he will make known to you.”

The Resurrection of Hope
Ezekiel 37:1–14

11Then

[the LORD] said to me: “Son of man, these bones
are the people of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried
up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’

❑ The question of hope: Can these bones live?
(verses 1-3; Luke 1:37; Romans 5:5; 15:13; Hebrews 6:19; 2 Corinthians 1:8-10)
❑ The answer of God’s Word: Prophesy to these
bones (verses 4-8; Isaiah 55:11)
❑ The breath of life: Prophesy to the breath (verses
9-11; Ephesians 2:4-5)
❑ A resurrection: I am going to open your graves and
bring you up from them (verses 12-14; Jeremiah
29:11; Acts 2:16-18)
Benediction: May the God of hope fill you with all joy
and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow
with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13

The Resurrection of Hope
Ezekiel 37:1–14

image of the despair the people of Israel experienced in
their exile.

Today is Pentecost, when we celebrate the beginning of
the Church and its mission to the world. On that day,
the promise of Jesus was fulfilled from Acts 1:8.

11Then

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes

Dreams of restoring the Kingdom as it was under David and Solomon were crushed. Centuries of rebelling
against God, forsaking true worship, of neglecting their
mission as God’s chosen people, had taken its toll.

on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
On the Jewish feast of Pentecost (about AD 33) the
power of God was poured out on a small group of disciples that jump-started a movement that continues to
this day and has changed the world.
50 days earlier, they had been a frightened and fractured group of ex-disciples of Jesus locked behind
closed doors: their master crucified, their future uncertain and seemingly hopeless. The resurrection of Jesus
changed all that—they were now poised and ready to
begin their mission. All they needed was the promised
power of the Holy Spirit.
And on Pentecost it came. God gathered a crowd, the
gospel was proclaimed, and 3,000 people were saved.
This morning we will discover a different promise God
made of His Spirit filling His people. It was a message
to resurrect hope in God’s people. I’ve titled the message, The Resurrection of Hope.
My text this morning is our Old Testament lesson from
the book of Ezekiel who prophesied during the exile of
Israel in Babylon six centuries before Jesus’ death and
resurrection.
This was the lowest point in Israel’s history. Jerusalem
had been leveled; the temple destroyed. They lived as
captives in a foreign country. They saw no hope of ever
returning to their homeland.
In this desperate situation God gave Ezekiel a vision—a
valley full of dry bones—a sort of Death Valley—a fitting
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[the LORD] said to me: “Son of man, these bones
are the people of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried
up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’

For 400 years, generation upon generation had turned
away from God. The sins of the fathers had been visited
upon the third and fourth generation many times over.
God’s patient lovingkindness had finally given way to
righteous judgment.
In this time of crushing despair God commands Ezekiel to speak a word of hope. God begins by asking,
The question of hope: Can these bones live?
1The

hand of the LORD was on me, and he brought me
out by the Spirit of the LORD and set me in the middle
of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me back and
forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on the
floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. 3He asked
me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” I said, “Sovereign LORD, you alone know.”
The human answer is no. There is no human possibility. Only God can determine this outcome. It would
take a divine act, unprecedented in history. No nation
ever returned to their own country from exile.
Surveying this deathly scene, with an uncertain voice
Ezekiel meekly answers: “Sovereign LORD, you alone
know” as if to say, “it looks impossible to me, Lord. Only
you know if it can be done.”
We may face an utterly hopeless situation and think,
“nothing can change this.” But the Bible says, “ . . .
with God nothing will be impossible." (Luke 1:37 NKJV)

There are no hopeless situations with God. He is called
the God of hope (Romans 15:13). We are told this hope
does not disappoint us (Romans 5:5 NASB), that it is an
anchor for our soul, firm and secure (Hebrews 6:19).
Sometimes God allows a situation to become so desperate that we despair of all hope. We know that there is
nothing we can do to change the outcome. But that
causes us to rely all the more on God for whom nothing
is impossible.
Even the great apostle, Paul, experienced that kind of
hopeless despair. In 2 Corinthians 1:8-10 he wrote 8 . .
. about the hardships . . . suffered in the province of

Asia. We were under great pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so that we despaired even of life. 9 Indeed,
in our hearts we felt the sentence of death. But this happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God,
who raises the dead. 10He has delivered us from such a
deadly peril, and he will deliver us. On him we have set
our hope that he will continue to deliver us (NIV).
So, what did the Lord expect Ezekiel to do in that valley
of dry bones? To the question of hope, Ezekiel was given
The answer of God’s Word: Prophesy to these bones
4Then

he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say
to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the LORD!
Ezekiel was told to preach to those bones!
The situation must have seemed hopeless to Ezekiel. I
mean, talk about a dead crowd—preaching to a bunch
of bones! This had to be the most difficult preaching assignment ever!
The fact is, whenever we preach or share the gospel to
unbelievers, we are up against the same obstacle—spiritual deadness.
How many times have you felt prompted by the Lord to
speak to someone about Jesus, but didn’t, because you
knew they wouldn’t even hear you? We may think, “that
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person is so spiritually dead that nothing I could say
would ever bring them to the Lord.”
We may think that they are so dry and lifeless—just like
dead, dried up bones; that their life is such a mess—the
pieces strewn all over—and we think no one could pull
all those pieces together, let alone bring them to salvation in Jesus!
And yet the Lord said, prophecy! “Preach My word to
them!” The power lies in God’s Word, not in ourselves.
Not in our persuasiveness or our intelligence, or our eloquence, but in the Word God commands us to speak.
There is nothing more thrilling than sharing the gospel
and seeing someone come to faith in Jesus. One of
those people was a man in my first congregation named
Dennis. Dennis was a nice guy, when he wasn’t drunk.
His wife Roslyn grew up in the church and taught Sunday school. They had two young boys. But Dennis
wanted nothing to do with church.
Then one Sunday he showed up for worship, thinking it
would be a nice Mother’s Day gift to his wife. He got
more than he bargained for. During the sermon, he felt
I was speaking directly to him and that his wife and inlaws must have told me all his secrets—exposed all his
dirty laundry. But in reality, it was God speaking to
him, and God got his attention. Dennis started coming
to worship and in time fully dedicated his life to Jesus.
The change was nothing short of miraculous. He became a godly husband and father. What none of us
knew was that Dennis had less than a decade to live—
dying suddenly of a brain tumor—but leaving a legacy
of faith to his sons.
The Lord promised in Isaiah 55:11, so is my word that

goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty,
but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. (NIV)
God’s Word is powerful and effective! It will accomplish
what God desires and achieve His purpose.

God lets us do the talking, and we are to leave the working of that word to Him.

breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man
became a living being. (NIV)

The Lord gave Ezekiel the words to preach:

When I think of the breath of life, I remember the birth
of each of my seven children. Every baby is born not
breathing—and there is a tension that hangs over every
birth until that first breath is taken, and you hear what
I think is the most beautiful sound in the world—a
baby’s first cry.

5This

is what the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I
will make breath enter you, and you will come to life. 6I
will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon
you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you,
and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am
the LORD.’” 7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And
as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling
sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. 8I
looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and
skin covered them, but there was no breath in them.
So, Ezekiel preached to those bones. He poured his
heart out to those old dried bones!
As Ezekiel prophesied, there was a noise, a rattling

sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone.

Ezekiel must have been astonished, perhaps frightened,
by the eerie rattling of them bones, them dry bones!
And if that wasn’t enough, tendons and flesh appeared

on them and skin covered them, but there was no
breath in them.
Now corpses littered the valley—lifeless bodies—dead
flesh—because there was no breath in them.
There was one thing missing—they needed the
The breath of life: Prophesy to the breath
9Then

he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy,
son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the Sovereign
LORD says: Come, breath, from the four winds and
breathe into these slain, that they may live.’ ” 10So I
prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered
them; they came to life and stood up on their feet—a
vast army.
This is evocative of Genesis 2:7 where the LORD God

formed the man from the dust of the ground and
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We usually don’t think much about the air we breathe
until we can’t. Anyone who has had an asthma attack
or has been trapped underwater, knows the panic of not
being able to breathe.
Without breath our bodies are dead, lifeless. Without
God’s Spirit, we are spiritually dead.
Ephesians 2:4-5 teaches us: 4But God, being rich in

mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us,
5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us
alive together with Christ—by grace you have been
saved— (ESV)
To become spiritually alive requires a resurrection.
The Lord commanded Ezekiel to proclaim this promise:
12Therefore

prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the
Sovereign LORD says: My people, I am going to open your
graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you
back to the land of Israel. 13 Then you, my people, will
know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves and
bring you up from them. 14 I will put my Spirit in you
and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land.
Then you will know that I the LORD have spoken, and I
have done it, declares the LORD.’ ”
The grave is a picture of hope completely lost. No one
returns from the grave. No nation had ever been
brought back to their own land after being exiled. It just
didn’t happen—ever!
But God does the impossible.

God promised them nothing short of a resurrection: a
resurrection of hope! A resurrection to a new life!

grew to 5,000 and within a few short years it is estimated that the church numbered tens of thousands.

At the beginning of the exile, the prophet Jeremiah gave
God’s promise to Israel:

The fulfillment of Jesus’ promise of the Holy Spirit renewed the hope of the apostles and gave them courage
to proclaim God’s Word.

For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD,
"plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give
you hope and a future. (Jeremiah 29:11 NIV)
There is no situation so hopeless that God cannot turn
it around.
It was the Spirit of God that would breathe new life into
Israel—a new spiritual vigor that was lacking before.
The Hebrew word for breath is the same word for wind
or spirit. God breathed His Spirit into them.
Israel returned from exile a chastised and changed people. Previously, they had disregarded and forgotten
God’s Word. In exile they learned to cherish God’s
Word. It was during the exile that the ancient prophesies and histories were compiled into what we now have
as the Old Testament.
They became people of the Word. They also became a
purified people. Archaeologists confirm that Israel was
an idolatrous people before going into exile.
The Babylonian Exile purified their hearts and their
worship. After the exile, according to an article in the
Biblical Archeology Review, "not a single cultic figurine
[idol] has ever been found despite intensive excavations
and archaeological surveys of these areas. . . . Upon the
return from exile, the Jews purified their worship."
(May/June 2001 pp. 21-29)
Returning again to Pentecost, we see God pouring out
the Holy Spirit to jump start the church from a fledgling
band of 120 men and women gathered for a prayer
meeting, to over 3,000 saved through a single sermon.
And God was just getting started. We are told (Acts
2:47) that the Lord was daily, adding to their number
those who were being saved. Within weeks that number
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Peter could confidently say that Scripture was being fulfilled:

No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 17
“ ‘In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on
all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your
young men will see visions, your old men will dream
dreams. 18 Even on my servants, both men and women,
I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will
prophesy. (Acts 2:16-18 NIV)
16

The power of God’s Word changes lives—through the
Holy Spirit bringing repentance and faith and new life.
At Pentecost it brought salvation to thousands.
That same spirit is at work whenever the gospel is proclaimed. The work of Pentecost is not completed. The
Holy Spirit is still empowering believers in Jesus to
share this good news. And it is the Holy Spirit that
works through the Gospel, bringing conviction of sin,
granting repentance and giving faith, new life and hope
in Jesus Christ.
The Holy Spirit is still being poured out so that you, or
someone you know, can be saved.
Let us pray . . .
Benediction: May the God of hope fill you with all joy
and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow
with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13

