Seventh Sunday of Easter
May 16, 2021
Psalm 1 (NIV) 1 Blessed is the one who does not walk in
step with the wicked or stand in the way that sinners
take or sit in the company of mockers, 2 but whose delight is in the law of the LORD, and who meditates on his
law day and night. 3 That person is like a tree planted
by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and
whose leaf does not wither— whatever they do prospers.
4 Not so the wicked! They are like chaff that the wind
blows away. 5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the
judgment, nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous.
6 For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked leads to destruction.
Acts 1:12–26 (NIV) 12 Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day’s walk from the city. 13 When they arrived, they
went upstairs to the room where they were staying.
Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew;
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James
son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son
of James. 14 They all joined together constantly in
prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of
Jesus, and with his brothers. 15 In those days Peter
stood up among the believers (a group numbering about
a hundred and twenty) 16 and said, “Brothers and sisters, the Scripture had to be fulfilled in which the Holy
Spirit spoke long ago through David concerning Judas,
who served as guide for those who arrested Jesus. 17 He
was one of our number and shared in our ministry.” 18
(With the payment he received for his wickedness, Judas bought a field; there he fell headlong, his body burst
open and all his intestines spilled out. 19 Everyone in
Jerusalem heard about this, so they called that field in
their language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 20
“For,” said Peter, “it is written in the Book of Psalms:
“ ‘May his place be deserted; let there be no one to dwell
in it,’ and, “ ‘May another take his place of leadership.’
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Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men
who have been with us the whole time the Lord Jesus
was living among us, 22 beginning from John’s baptism
to the time when Jesus was taken up from us. For one
of these must become a witness with us of his resurrection.” 23 So they nominated two men: Joseph called
Barsabbas (also known as Justus) and Matthias. 24
Then they prayed, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart.
Show us which of these two you have chosen 25 to take
over this apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go
where he belongs.” 26 Then they cast lots, and the lot
fell to Matthias; so he was added to the eleven apostles.
21
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1 John 5:1–8 (NIV) 1 Everyone who believes that Jesus
is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves the
father loves his child as well. 2 This is how we know that
we love the children of God: by loving God and carrying
out his commands. 3 In fact, this is love for God: to keep
his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, 4 for everyone born of God overcomes the world.
This is the victory that has overcome the world, even
our faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the world? Only the
one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God. 6 This is
the one who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ.
He did not come by water only, but by water and blood.
And it is the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is
the truth. 7 For there are three that testify: 8 the Spirit,
the water and the blood; and the three are in agreement.
John 17:9–20 (NIV) 9 I pray for them. I am not praying
for the world, but for those you have given me, for they
are yours. 10 All I have is yours, and all you have is mine.
And glory has come to me through them. 11 I will remain
in the world no longer, but they are still in the world,
and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by
the power of your name, the name you gave me, so that
they may be one as we are one. 12 While I was with them,
I protected them and kept them safe by that name you
gave me. None has been lost except the one doomed to
destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled. 13 “I am

coming to you now, but I say these things while I am
still in the world, so that they may have the full measure
of my joy within them. 14 I have given them your word
and the world has hated them, for they are not of the
world any more than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is
not that you take them out of the world but that you
protect them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the
world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by the
truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the
world, I have sent them into the world. 19 For them I
sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified. 20
“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those
who will believe in me through their message.
The Results of the Resurrection: Protection
John 17:9-20
15My

prayer is not that you take them out of the world
but that you protect them from the evil one.

❖ We are protected by God’s Name (verses 11-12;
Psalm 91:14; John 17:6, 22-23; Proverbs 18:10; 1
John 5:4-5; Ephesians 4:3; 1 Peter 5:8)
❖ We are protected by Joy (verse 13; John 15:11;
Psalm 16:11)
❖ We are protected by God’s Word (verses 14-19;
John 17:6; 1 John 2:15-27)
Benediction: 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24, 28

The Results of the Resurrection: Protection
John 17:9–20
In these Sundays after Easter, we have been studying
the results of the resurrection. This morning we come
to the end of this series by discovering the result of protection from evil. Jesus prayed for his disciples, and
for us:
15My

prayer is not that you take them out of the world
but that you protect them from the evil one.
It is a natural instinct to protect those we love from danger. Nearly a dozen years ago, I was hiking with my
mother near Mt. Rainier. I left her by a waterfall and
continued on the trail to see if there was another vantage point farther upstream. I realized I had been gone
longer than I intended, so I quickly turned around to
hurry back. I’d only taken a few steps when I saw two
little bear cubs walking towards me on the trail. I was
astonished, since I must have walked right past them a
few minutes earlier, oblivious of their presence just off
the path.
These were the cutest little cubs you could imagine, but
I didn’t get a step closer. I knew mother bear would be
right behind them! I quickly stepped into the trees and
made a wide circle around them through the forest to
get back to the trail on the other side of them. At one
point I could see the mother bear shooing her cubs up
a tree. She knew I was there, and she would have
fiercely protected her young if I had dared to approach.
Our own desire to protect comes from our heavenly Father. We were created in God’s image and He is the ultimate protector.
Psalm 91:14 gives this promise to those who trust in the
Lord: “Because he holds fast to me in love, I will deliver

him; I will protect him, because he knows my name.”
(ESV)
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God’s protection of us is a result of the resurrection because evil did not win when Jesus was nailed to the
cross. Evil was defeated by the victory won on that
cross—and the resurrection confirmed that triumph!
Because Jesus Christ is risen from the dead—victorious
over death and sin and the devil—we can walk in that
victory.
Jesus taught his disciples to pray, deliver us from the

evil one.

And that’s what Jesus prayed for us in this prayer. Jesus prayed we would be protected in three ways:
First, we are protected by God’s Name (verses 11-12)
Jesus prayed: 11I will remain in the world no longer, but

5Who

is it that overcomes the world? Only the one who
believes that Jesus is the Son of God. (1 John 5:4-5 NIV)
We are also protected by God’s name when we keep His
name holy.
Jesus called God “Holy Father” in this prayer. Jesus
taught us in the Lord’s Prayer to pray “Our Father, who

art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.”

Our catechism teaches: “God’s name is holy in itself, but
we ask in this petition they we may keep it holy.
The catechism then teaches that we keep God’s name
holy “when the Word of God is taught truthfully and
purely and when we gladly hear and obey it.” I’ll say
more about that in our third point.

they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy
Father, protect them by the power of your name, the
name you gave me, so that they may be one as we are
one. 12While I was with them, I protected them and kept
them safe by that name you gave me. None has been
lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled.

One of aspect of God’s name, of the revelation of His
character, His essential being, is His unity—a unity Jesus had with the Father and Holy Spirit from all eternity. He is one God, yet revealed in three persons.
Throughout this prayer Jesus speaks about His unity
with the Father and prays that we also may participate
in that unity.

Earlier Jesus prayed: “I have manifested [revealed] your

11

God’s name is the revelation of Himself—His character,
His attributes. Jesus is praying here that we would be
protected by the attributes of God’s power, righteousness and holiness, and also by His love, peace and joy.

Jesus calls us into unity with Himself and the Father,
but He also prays for a unity among believers. Jesus
prayed in verses 22-23 of this chapter:

name to the people whom you gave me out of the world.
. . .” (John 17:6 ESV)

Proverbs 18:10 tells us: The name of the LORD is a strong
tower; the righteous run into it and are safe. (NRSV)
Our righteousness comes by faith in Jesus Christ. Running to the name of the LORD is to trust Him—that is
place our faith in who He is for us. Our epistle lesson
teaches us:
4for

everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is
the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith.
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. . . Holy Father, protect them by the power of your
name, the name you gave me, so that they may be one
as we are one.

22I

have given them the glory that you gave me, that they
may be one as we are one—23 I in them and you in me—
so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the
world will know that you sent me and have loved them
even as you have loved me. (John 17:22–23 NIV)
One of our greatest weapons against sin and Satan is
Christian fellowship. Not just casual fellowship, but fellowship born out of true unity in Jesus Christ.

We are protected by our unity with Christ and our unity
with fellow believers.
Ephesians 4:3 commands us: 3Make every effort to keep
the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. (NIV)
Every predator knows they if they can separate their
victim from the heard, they will feast on its flesh.

Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion
looking for someone to devour. 1 Peter 5:8 (NIV)
Our protection is in Jesus and in the fellowship of believers. We bear the name of Christ, and are protected
in Him and in the Church which is His body.
Second, we are protected by Joy (verse 13)

“I am coming to you now, but I say
these things while I am still in the world, so that they
may have the full measure of my joy within them.
Jesus prayed:

13

How can joy protect us? We know from scientific studies that happiness protects people from stress, heart
disease, and debilitating illness. It makes our immune
systems stronger, and our lives longer.
Now, the joy of the Lord is far greater than any worldly
happiness in producing these effects and also protects
us from the lure of unhealthy and damaging lusts and
desires for the things of the world.
This protection comes from having our joy in Jesus instead of looking for joy from worldly pursuits, pleasures,
positions or possessions.
When we value Jesus as our greatest treasure and delight in His presence, love and peace, we experience
joy—for in His presence is fulness of joy (Psalm 16:11).
When we seek our joy and fulfillment in Jesus, we are
protected from the lure of worldly lusts and desires.

Jesus Prays for believers to have the fullness of His joy.

Third, we are protected by God’s Word (verses 14-19)

Richard Lenksi notes: “The disciples . . . are to have in
their hearts the very joy that fills the heart of Jesus; and
the measure of this joy is to be complete, it is to be like
a vessel that has been filled to the brim from which they
may draw at any time.”

14I

Joy is a heart overflowing with the goodness and love of
God. Joy is not so much a feeling but the condition of
the soul when we are in fellowship with Jesus—one in
Him and with God the Father and with believers.
Jesus said in John 15:11 I have told you this so that

my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. (NIV)

Theologian and Pastor John Piper teaches: “It’s the very
nature of joy to be a spontaneous response to something that you value. . . . It rises spontaneously as witness to what you treasure. And therefore, it reveals
more authentically than anything what your treasure
is.”
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have given them your word and the world has hated
them, for they are not of the world any more than I am
of the world. 15My prayer is not that you take them out
of the world but that you protect them from the evil one.
16They are not of the world, even as I am not of it.
17Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 18As
you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the
world. 19For them I sanctify myself, that they too may
be truly sanctified.
Jesus personally experienced the power of God’s Word
in fighting attacks of the Devil.
Our protection from evil comes through believing and
obeying God’s Word. Jesus prayed in John 17:6 6"I have

revealed [your name] to those whom you gave me out of
the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and
they have obeyed your word. (NIV)
God’s Word is our standard, our strength and our protection in this world.

Jesus said we are meant to be in the world but we are
not to be of the world.

In verse 18 Jesus prayed, “As You sent Me into the

What does it mean to be of the world? 1 John 2:15-17
answers that question:

Jesus prayed for us . . . not that the Father should
take us out of the world but to send us into the world
as lights in the darkness.

Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.
16For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and
the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not
from the Father, but is from the world. 17The world is
passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does
the will of God lives forever. (1 John 2:15-27 NASB)
What will protect us from the lusts (and values) of the
world? It is the Word of God which empowers us to do
the will of God.
Jesus also prayed that we would be protected by the
sanctifying power of God’s word.
17Sanctify

them by the truth; your word is truth.

To sanctify means to make holy or to separate. We are
to be separated from the world’s outlook and control
and committed to the outlook and control of the Holy
Spirit.
Bible Scholar Richard Lenski put it this way: Jesus
prayed for the Father “to guard the disciples against all
unholiness while they were still in the world. God is holy
in that he is absolutely separated from and actively opposed to all sin. Here his holiness is emphasized in so
far as by his grace he works to save [people] from sin,
separates them from the world, and keeps them for himself as separate and holy.”
We are sanctified in order to be safe, protected from
the evil one. In verse 15 Jesus said: “I do not pray that

You should take them out of the world, but that You
should keep them from the evil one.”
We are also sanctified in order to be sent.

7th Sunday of Easter_5-16-2021_Protection_Post Online

❑ 5/14/21 ❑ page 5

world, I also have sent them into the world.”

It is the world God made . . . It is the world that “God

so loved . . .”

It is the world for which Jesus Christ suffered and
died.
It is an unbelieving world where 1/3 of the people know
little or nothing about Jesus, let alone believe in Him
It is a godless world where even those who know about
and profess to believe in Jesus, mock God by their callous indifference to godly things, and whose lives are in
direct conflict with the will of God.
It is a world that rejects the standards and restraints
that God gave for our good and for our welfare.
But if we are not called to withdraw from the world,
neither are we to embrace this world:
–its standards
–its message
–the pleasures it advocates and the values it embraces.
We don’t have to hide from the world, but that doesn’t
mean we’re to “shack up” [or “hook up”] with it either.
We can only do that by keeping God’s Word. Keeping
it before us as our standard and guide. Keeping it
within us to renew our hearts and minds. Keeping it
with us to empower us to do God’s will.
Without the word of God, we are defenseless in this
world, for it is our only offensive weapon as we take up
the whole armor of God.
This entire prayer has one great burden: that believers
be preserved in oneness by believing, obeying and being sanctified by God’s Word.

Jesus prays for all believers to experience oneness with
Himself and the father and all believers in order to experience the fullness of God’s love.
Jesus ends this great high priestly prayer in this way:
26“And

I have declared to them Your name, and will declare it, that the love with which You loved Me may be
in them, and I in them."
This verse isn’t part of our text this morning, but if it
was, we could add it as a fourth point, that we are protected by Christ’s love.
The key to being in the world and not of it is being in
Christ.
To be in Christ means that we are one with Him. To be
one with Christ means that what He desires, we desire.
To be in Christ means to be protected by His Name—
His divine nature—His power, His love, His holiness.
To be in Christ means that Jesus Christ is our life, our
passion and our joy.
To be in Christ means that we abide in His Word and
His Word abides in us (John 8:31; 15:7).
To be in Christ means to have Christ in us and so to be
filled with His love.
Let us pray,
Benediction: Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may your whole spirit, soul,
and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful, who also
will do it. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with
you. Amen.
1 Thessalonians 5:23-24, 28
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