Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 9, 2021
Psalm 98 (NIV) A psalm. 1Sing to the LORD a new song,
for he has done marvelous things; his right hand and
his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 2The LORD
has made his salvation known and revealed his righteousness to the nations. 3He has remembered his love
and his faithfulness to Israel; all the ends of the earth
have seen the salvation of our God. 4Shout for joy to the
LORD, all the earth, burst into jubilant song with music;
5make music to the LORD with the harp, with the harp
and the sound of singing, 6 with trumpets and the blast
of the ram’s horn—shout for joy before the LORD, the
King. 7Let the sea resound, and everything in it, the
world, and all who live in it. 8Let the rivers clap their
hands, let the mountains sing together for joy; 9let them
sing before the LORD, for he comes to judge the earth.
He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples
with equity.
Acts 10:34–48 (NIV) 34 Then Peter began to speak: “I now
realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism
35 but accepts from every nation the one who fears him
and does what is right. 36 You know the message God
sent to the people of Israel, announcing the good news
of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37 You
know what has happened throughout the province of
Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John
preached—38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with
the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of
the devil, because God was with him. 39 “We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews
and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a
cross, 40 but God raised him from the dead on the third
day and caused him to be seen. 41 He was not seen by
all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already
chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he rose
from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the
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people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes
in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”
44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy
Spirit came on all who heard the message. 45 The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were
astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been
poured out even on Gentiles. 46 For they heard them
speaking in tongues and praising God. Then Peter said,
47 “Surely no one can stand in the way of their being
baptized with water. They have received the Holy Spirit
just as we have.” 48 So he ordered that they be baptized
in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to
stay with them for a few days.
1 John 4:7–21 (NIV) 7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has
been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not
love does not know God, because God is love. 9 This is
how God showed his love among us: He sent his one
and only Son into the world that we might live through
him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he
loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our
sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also
ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God;
but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love
is made complete in us. 13 This is how we know that we
live in him and he in us: He has given us of his Spirit.
14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent
his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 If anyone
acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in
them and they in God. 16 And so we know and rely on
the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in
love lives in God, and God in them. 17 This is how love
is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment: In this world we are like
Jesus. 18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives
out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The
one who fears is not made perfect in love. 19 We love

because he first loved us. 20 Whoever claims to love God
yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does
not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen,
cannot love God, whom they have not seen. 21 And he
has given us this command: Anyone who loves God
must also love their brother and sister.
John 15:9–17 (ESV) 9 As the Father has loved me, so
have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10 If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have
kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love.
11 These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may
be in you, and that your joy may be full. 12 “This is my
commandment, that you love one another as I have
loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that
someone lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my
friends if you do what I command you. 15 No longer do I
call you servants, for the servant does not know what
his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all
that I have heard from my Father I have made known to
you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that
your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the
Father in my name, he may give it to you. 17These things
I command you, so that you will love one another.

The Results of the Resurrection: Love
John 15:9–17
❑ The Relationship of Love (verses 9, 13, 15-16; 1
John 3:16; Psalm 25:14; Ephesians 1:4)
As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you.
Abide in my love.
9

❑ The obedience of love (verse 10, 12, 14, 17; John
4:20; 14:15; 1 John 4:19-20; 5:3)
If you keep my commandments, you will abide in
my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. And,
10

❑ The joy of love (verse 11; 1 John 4:16)
These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may
be in you, and that your joy may be full.
11

Benediction: May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
2 Corinthians 13:14
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The Results of the Resurrection: Love
John 15:9–17
A blessed Mother’s Day! All of us, in one way or another, have been shaped by a mother’s love—even if it
is a foster mother, or another that has stepped in to fill
that role. A mother’s love is of critical importance. We
have been molded by the nurturing presence of that
love, or in some cases, been adversely affected by its
absence.
Perhaps no one has modeled for us the sacrificial love
of God than our mothers.
Diane Kinley of Mebane, NC remembers when she was
in the eighth grade. Her class was preparing for a fancy
gathering. All the girls talked endlessly about what they
were going to wear—but her mom was raising her
brother and her on a small income, so the idea of a new
dress was out of the question.
She remembers the heartache of that disappointment.
Her mom, however, was a wonderful seamstress and
promised her a new dress. She presented it to her a few
days before the party. Diane remembers: ‘It was so
pretty, but what made it even better was that it looked
just like one she owned. Little did I know at the time
that she no longer had that dress—she used it to make
mine.” That’s sacrificial love—giving up something precious to yourself to serve another.
In our epistle lesson this morning we heard the truth
that God is love. So, on this Mother’s Day, we will look
to the One who is the source of all love.
In these Sundays after Easter, we have been discovering
the results of the resurrection, and the experience of
God’s love is one of them.
Jesus reveals three aspects of love in in verses 9, 10 and
11. Jesus teaches about
The Relationship of Love in verse 9
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As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide
in my love.
9

The obedience of love in verse 10
If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my
love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and
abide in his love. And,
10

The joy of love in verse 11
These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be
in you, and that your joy may be full.
11

Jesus then takes these three principles and expands on
them, weaving them together through the rest of this
passage.
First, let’s dig deeper into what Jesus said about
The Relationship of Love (verses 9, 13, 15-16)
In our culture, we use the word love rather loosely. We
often speak of it to describe a desire, such as “I love ice
cream,” or baseball or any number of things. We set
our affections on objects that cannot return our love or
participate in a relationship of love.
In Scripture love is always relational. And it always denotes how we act in relationship with another person or
persons.
The God who is love, is a person because only persons
can love. God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit have eternally existed in a relationship of ineffable love.
But Jesus is speaking here, not of the love that he
shared with the Father from eternity past. He is speaking of the love he has experienced with His Father during His earthly ministry. One example was that, at Jesus’ baptism, the Father announced, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”
Jesus then tells his disciples, 9 As the Father has loved
me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love.

The same relationship of love that Jesus had experienced with the Father, He now extends to His disciples.
And Jesus tells them in verse 13 that this love is sacrificial:
13Greater

love has no one than this, that someone lay
down his life for his friends.
1 John 3:16 echoes this: This is how we know what love
is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought
to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters.
The word for friends is philos, which can be translated,
as Bible scholar Raymond Brown does, as those he
loves.
Jesus then explained the nature of that relationship.
15No

longer do I call you servants, for the servant does
not know what his master is doing; but I have called you
friends [or my beloved], for all that I have heard from my
Father I have made known to you.
It is a relationship of intimate communication. We are
brought into the inner circle of God’s confidence. Jesus
said, all that I have heard from my Father I have made
known to you.
The Lord reveals his heart to those who abide in Him.
Psalm 25:14 says, the secret of the LORD is for those who
fear Him . . . (NASB)
Some versions translate it this way: The friendship of
the LORD is for those who fear him . . . (Psalm 25:14 ESV)
The Lord promises to disclose his plans and purposes
to those who abide in His love.
During my last two years of High School, I was the lab
assistant to the Biology teacher. My senior year he actually let me help teach one of his classes. I taught
every third week (with Mr. Mowery sitting in the back of
the class). During that time my relationship with Clint
Mowery went from being a student-teacher relationship
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to a friendship. I was brought into the inner circle of
my High School faculty who treated me as a friend and
not just a student.
Now that’s a rather meager example of the kind of intimate relationship we have through Jesus with the almighty and glorious God of the universe!
And we are brought into this relationship of love, not by
our choice but by His. Jesus said, 16 You did not choose
me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should
go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide.
And it was not only the Apostles that were chosen but
us as well.
Ephesians 1:4 teaches: Even before he made the world,
God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy and without fault in his eyes. (NLT2)
We were chosen for a significant task. We spoke about
fruitfulness last week. This week we discover that fruitfulness flows out of a close, abiding, relationship of love
and acceptance.
And because we have been accepted into God’s inner
circle, made privy to the secret of the LORD, and given
this significant task, Jesus makes this magnificent
promise, 16 . . . so that whatever you ask the Father in
my name, he may give it to you.
The assurance of answered prayer is the overflow of
abiding in this love relationship of intimate fellowship,
acceptance and significance.
This is a picture of the abundant life Jesus came to
bring. It is a life of fulfillment and meaning. It is a
picture of the almighty Creator partnering with us and
giving us a blank check for everything we need for success!
But we must also learn, as Jesus revealed in this passage, that this privileged position in Christ—this relationship of love—goes hand in glove with

The obedience of love
Jesus said, 10 If you keep my commandments, you will
abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love.
Jesus teaches us that you cannot have the relationship
of love without the obedience of love.
The word keep in the Greek language means to watch
over closely, to guard or to preserve unblemished. To
keep Jesus’ commandments are to follow them, carefully applying them to our lives.
Jesus said in verse 14, You are my friends if you do what
I command you.
Jesus had previously said in John 14:15, “If you love
me, you will keep my commandments.” (ESV)
At first glance, this seems to put conditions on God’s
love—that we have to somehow measure up or deserve
this relationship.
But it is the same condition Jesus placed on forgiveness. We can never deserve forgiveness but we can
forfeit it. Jesus said, unless you forgive the sins of others neither will your Father in heaven forgive your sins.
I believe Jesus is saying, if you cannot extend forgiveness to others, then in fact you have never actually
received it. If you cannot forgive others then you are
looking at forgiveness as simply getting out of the consequences of sin—and not as the gracious gift of God
given to undeserving sinners which brings us into a loving relationship with Him.
Jesus speaks of love in the same way in verse 12:
12“This

is my commandment, that you love one another
as I have loved you.
We love others to the same extent that we have been
loved by Jesus. It is the nature of love to give love just
as we have been loved. We love because God first loved
us, as we heard in 1 John 4:19.
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And as 1 John 4:20 makes clear, we cannot love God
whom we have not seen, if we do not love our brother or
sister whom we can see.
Jesus is saying that we cannot abide in His love if we
don’t extend it to others. It is the very nature of love to
be shared.
1 John 4:12 states it positively, if we love one another,
God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.
If we do not complete the circle of love, we cannot abide
in love. The circle of love is that as the Father loved
Jesus, Jesus loved us and then we are to love others.
The circle of love is not complete without us loving others.
And, the Bible is not talking about feelings of love, but
actions of love. It is loving sacrificially to meet the need
of another person.
Jesus isn’t asking us to do anything that He hasn’t done
himself. Jesus is our model for love, as well as our motivation and our means to love.
12“This

is my commandment, that you love one another
as I have loved you.
This passage ends with the emphasis on loving others:
These things I command you, so that you will love one
another.
17

Oswald Chambers wrote, “If love does not carry a person
beyond themselves, it is not love. . . . It may be affection, it may be warmth of feeling, but it has not the true
nature of love.”
We need to understand this as a gospel command. Jesus is not imposing law upon us, but inviting us to participate in the good news of God’s love.
God uses persons and relationships as channels of His
love. That is why he commands us to love one another—
so others can know His love.

Jesus’ love is not demanding, it is compelling. We are
told in 1 John 5:3, that His commands are not burdensome.
When I was teaching my children how to rock climb,
they knew they needed to obey my commands for the
simple reason that climbing is a potentially dangerous
sport and disobedience can have serious, life and death
consequences. They knew my commands were not
meant to control them, or demand their loyalty, but out
of love and protection and for the exhilaration and sheer
joy of getting to the top of a cliff or mountain.
And Jesus has given us the reason why we are to abide
in His love by loving others. It is to experience
The joy of love
These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be
in you, and that your joy may be full.
11

Jesus wants us to experience joyfully living in love.
Joy is the result of living in a loving, obedient relationship to Jesus.
Like love, joy is at the very heart of who God is. All
human joy is but a glimmer of the joy that overflows
from the person of God. Psalm 16:11 exults: In His presence is fulness of joy.
1 John 4:16 teaches us that when we love others as God
loves us, we experience His presence, and with His presence we experience the fullness of joy.
The Christian life is to be lived in the fulness of God’s
love and in the fullness of Jesus’ joy.
We often think of the God of the Bible as a stern, demanding deity. But the God revealed in Scripture is
above all a joyful God. God’s wrath and anger is directed toward anything and anyone who would separate
His children from His joy. We are to fear God in order
to enjoy God.
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Christian Pastor and author Timothy Keller wrote:
“Fearing God is . . . to be so filled with joyful awe before
the magnificence of God that we tremble at the privilege
of knowing, serving and pleasing Him.”
We will never experience the fullness of God’s joy without the obedience of love in a relationship of love.
By grace God calls us to a relationship of love through
Jesus, and by grace makes possible the obedience of
love so that we can fully experience the joy of love.
Let us pray . . .
Benediction: May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
2 Corinthians 13:14

