Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 2, 2021
Psalm 150 (NIV) 1 Praise the LORD. Praise God in his
sanctuary; praise him in his mighty heavens. 2 Praise
him for his acts of power; praise him for his surpassing
greatness. 3 Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet, praise him with the harp and lyre, 4 praise him with
timbrel and dancing, praise him with the strings and
pipe, 5 praise him with the clash of cymbals, praise him
with resounding cymbals. 6 Let everything that has
breath praise the LORD. Praise the LORD.
Acts 8:26–40 (NIV) 26 Now an angel of the Lord said to
Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started
out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an
important official in charge of all the treasury of the
Kandake (which means “queen of the Ethiopians”). This
man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and on his
way home was sitting in his chariot reading the Book of
Isaiah the prophet. 29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that
chariot and stay near it.” 30 Then Philip ran up to the
chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet.
“Do you understand what you are reading?” Philip
asked. 31 “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains
it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit with
him. 32 This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was
reading: “He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and
as a lamb before its shearer is silent, so he did not open
his mouth. 33 In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. Who can speak of his descendants? For his life was
taken from the earth.” 34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell
me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or
someone else?” 35 Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus. 36 As they traveled along the road, they came to
some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water.
What can stand in the way of my being baptized?” 37 38
And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip
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and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip
baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the water,
the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and
the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way
rejoicing. 40 Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and
traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns
until he reached Caesarea.
1 John 4:1-6 (NIV) 1 Dear friends, do not believe every
spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from
God, because many false prophets have gone out into
the world. 2 This is how you can recognize the Spirit of
God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ
has come in the flesh is from God, 3 but every spirit that
does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the
spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming
and even now is already in the world. 4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because
the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in
the world. 5 They are from the world and therefore speak
from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to
them. 6 We are from God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen
to us. This is how we recognize the Spirit of truth and
the spirit of falsehood.
John 15:1–8, 16 (NIV) 1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me
that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear
fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3
You are already clean because of the word I have spoken
to you. 4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No
branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the
vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in
me. 5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain
in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from
me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me,
you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers;
such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and
burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in

you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.
8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit,
showing yourselves to be my disciples.
You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed
you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will
last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you.
16

The Results of the Resurrection: Fruitfulness
John 15:1-8, 16
❑ Fruitfulness is the purpose of our life in Christ
(verses 1-3; Isaiah 27:2-3, 6; Genesis 12:2-3; Matthew 21:43; Colossians 1:6; Hebrews 12:11; John
17:8)
❑ We are fruitful when we stay connected to Jesus
(verse 4; Colossians 3:4; John 14:6)
❑ We are fruitful through the indwelling of the
Holy Spirit (verses 5-6; Galatians 5:22-23)
❑ We are fruitful through God’s Word and prayer
(verse 7; Acts 2:42; 6:4)
❑ Fruitfulness gives glory to God
(verse 8; Acts 8:39)
❑ We are called to bear fruit that will last (verse 16)
Benediction: Colossians 1:9-10
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The Results of the Resurrection: Fruitfulness
John 15:1-8, 16
“Keep in Touch!” We often say that when we part, but
often times we don’t.
But my kids are great for staying in touch on Facebook.
Whatever its drawbacks, and there are many, Facebook
is a way to stay connected.
In John 15, Jesus tells his disciples to stay connected
to Him. And Jesus wants us to stay connected to Him.
You don’t connect with Jesus by liking Him on Facebook or sending a friend request. You can’t follow him
on Twitter or Pinterest; you can’t send an Instagram, or
wave to Him on Messenger.
How do you connect with Jesus?
Our gospel lesson this morning answers that question.
Turn with me to John 15 as we explore another result
of the resurrection: Fruitfulness.
Fruitfulness is the purpose of our life in Christ

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.
He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit,
while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so
that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already
clean because of the word I have spoken to you.
1

2

The image of the grape vine was easily understood by
Jesus’ disciples. In the Old Testament, the people of
Israel were described as a vine or vineyard with God as
the gardener. The massive doors of the Temple were
decorated with a huge golden vine and clusters of
grapes.
In Isaiah 27 we have this song of the vineyard: . . . “A

pleasant vineyard, sing of it! 3 I, the LORD, am its keeper;
every moment I water it. Lest anyone punish it, I keep
it night and day; . . . 6In days to come Jacob shall take
root, Israel shall blossom and put forth shoots and fill
the whole world with fruit. (Isaiah 27:2-3, 6)

God’s purpose for Israel was fruitfulness: to fill the
whole world with fruit. God promised to bless Abraham so that through his descendants, all peoples on
earth will be blessed (Genesis 12:2-3).

In verse 3 Jesus said,

In many ways, Israel failed in that mission. Jesus told
the religious leaders in Matthew 21:43, Therefore I tell

For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from
you, and they believed that you sent me. (NIV)

you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you
and given to a people producing its fruits. (ESV)

Jesus said that He was the true vine, the genuine or the
real vine. His life, ministry, death and resurrection
would accomplish what Israel did not: to bless all peoples on earth.
Jesus is the true Israel and thus the true vine. It is
through the followers of Jesus, including us, that God
will bless all peoples on earth.
The apostle Paul rejoiced in Colossians 1:6 that "in all
the world . . . [the gospel] is constantly bearing fruit
and increasing."
Through our Lutheran Brethren International mission,
we are blessing people around the globe. You are part
of that through your prayers and financial support.
The purpose of a grape vine is to bear fruit. Martin Luther, in a sermon on this passage noted, “leaves, shade,
beauty, etc., are not the purpose . . . but only fruit.”
It’s not for attractiveness, or our own comfort that we
are called to be Jesus’ disciples. It is for fruitfulness.
The pruning God does in our lives is to accomplish that.
Hebrews 12:11 All discipline for the moment seems not

to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have been
trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of
righteousness. (NASB)

The Greek word for prunes in verse 2 is related to the
word for clean in verse 3. Pruning cleans the vine of
dead or worthless branches and cleans the branches
themselves to be more fruitful.
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You are already clean because
of the word I have spoken to you.
3

Through the word of the gospel, and our faith in it,
Jesus cleanses us of sin. In John 17:8 Jesus prayed,

Because the disciples believed the message of Jesus,
they were already clean and ready to bear fruit.
But to bear fruit, they must remain connected to Jesus.
And that is our next point:
We are fruitful when we stay connected to Jesus

Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch
can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.
4

The Greek word translated here remain, occurs forty
times in John’s Gospel. It implies permanence. It is also
translated as “abide,” “stay,” “dwell on,” “endure.” It can
be used to denote living somewhere temporarily (1:39;
4:40), but John primarily uses it to declare that what
pertains to Jesus is permanent.
Jesus wants us to remain, or abide in Him, not just
sometimes, but always. Our problem is that we think
that other things in this life will satisfy us or please us
more than Jesus. We think we can be fruitful and productive apart from Him—that we can handle life on our
own.
Pastor and theologian John Piper teaches us how to remain or abide in Jesus: “I will continue to make my focus Jesus Christ every day and I will look to him for
everything my soul craves. And from my union with
Christ, nurtured hour by hour by focusing on Christ as
my great Savior and mighty Lord and infinite treasure,
[I will bear fruit].”

We don’t stay connected to Jesus or abide in Him because we mistakenly think we can live a fruitful life
without Him. But Jesus is our life (Colossians 3:4). He
is life itself (John 14:6). If we sever ourselves from that
life, we will die spiritually and won’t experience the
abundant life Jesus came to give us.
We were made to flourish, but that is not possible apart
from remaining or abiding in Jesus. When we place our
trust in Jesus, we are born again—we are given a brandnew spiritual life through the Holy Spirit dwelling within
us. And that is our next point:
We are fruitful through the indwelling of the Holy
Spirit

“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in
me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from
me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me,
you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers;
such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and
burned.
5

When we believe and receive Jesus (John 1:12) we receive the Holy Spirit (John 14:23). It is the work of the
Holy Spirit within us that produces fruit.
Galatians 5:22-23 teaches us that . . . the fruit of the

Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control . . . (NASB)
This is the work the Holy Spirit does in us and through
us. Next,
We are fruitful through God’s Word and prayer
Jesus said, 7If you remain in me and my words remain

and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of
the word." (NIV)
There were other pressing needs within the Church, but
the apostles knew they would not be effective if they neglected these two gifts Jesus gives to believers. They
knew from Jesus that these were central to fruitful ministry—and they would not be sidetracked from it.
This is vital for us as well. In Acts 2:42 we are told those
who believed devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and . . . to prayer. (NIV)
These are central to staying connected to Jesus, of abiding in Christ.
There are a thousand good things we could be doing to
serve the Lord, but if we neglect the word of God and
prayer, we will not be fruitful.
In verse 16, Jesus connected fruitfulness with answered
prayer.

You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed
you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will
last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you.
16

Just like the apostles, we have been chosen by Jesus
for a mission. As we are faithful in doing what the Lord
has called us to do, God will also be faithful in answering our prayers so we can continue to be fruitful.
We often get discouraged when God does not answer
our prayers. But God has not obligated Himself to answer prayers that have nothing to do with our fruitfulness.

in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for
you.

Last week we learned that we were created for good
works, and that our works bring glory to God.

Jesus connects these two aspects of our spiritual life:
God’s Word and prayer. The apostles demonstrated that
they had learned this lesson in Acts 6:4 when they said,

This is another way of saying that we were created to be
fruitful and
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Fruitfulness brings glory to God

8This

is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit,
showing yourselves to be my disciples.
In our lesson from the book of Acts, God called Phillip
to share the gospel with a royal Ethiopian official. The
Lord orchestrated the whole encounter and Phillip’s witness was fruitful—the official believed and was baptized. We are told that

When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the
Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not
see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. (Acts 8:39
NIV)

The result of Phillip’s obedience was that the eunuch
went on his way rejoicing—glorifying God!

lasting if it is not done through Jesus and points people
to Him. All we will have accomplished is to help people
live better without Jesus.
Now, don’t misunderstand me. I think great good can
be accomplished in doing all those things when we do it
in the name of Jesus and direct others to Him.
Early in my ministry people in the community would
show up at our small congregation seeking help. Sometimes for food or to pay a bill or even for help with marital issues. I soon learned that I really wasn’t helping if
I didn’t in some way share Jesus with them. I began to
share the gospel with everyone who came seeking help.

Verse 16 also gives us another truth about fruitfulness.

In my first years of ministry, I thought I was a good
counselor and could do a lot to help people with their
problems. I learned that only the Lord could really help
anybody. Eventually when a couple or a person came
to me for counseling I would listen to the problem and
then tell them, “I’m sorry, I can’t help you.” They would
look at me with disappointment. Then I would say, “But
I know Someone who can, lets ask Him to help you find
the solution you need.” Then I would pray.

We are called to bear fruit that will last

Jesus said, apart from me, you can do nothing.

You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed
you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will
last

Early in the ministry I prayed often and earnestly because I knew I was in way over my head and didn’t have
all the skills and talents to successfully lead my congregation.

Bible Scholar Richard Lenski wrote: “[Jesus] will dwell
in his disciples after he leaves them; they are to understand what their spiritual relation to him means for all
the days to come; they are to bear much spiritual fruit
by the power they constantly draw from him, and by
their fruit they are to glorify God.”

16

Jesus has a purpose for our lives, and fulfilling that
purpose will bear fruit for eternity.
Nothing in this world will last forever except God’s Word
and the souls of men, women and children. We can accomplish great things in this world; we can amass
wealth and possessions; we can build great edifices, but
if we do it apart from Jesus, it will accomplish nothing
lasting.
Even if we do great humanitarian works: feeding the
hungry, building homes for the poor, providing water in
third world villages, we will have accomplished nothing
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Sadly, the more competence and confidence I gained in
ministry, the less I prayed. That often bothered me.
One of the benefits of the jail ministry I do now, is the
realization that I can’t do this without Jesus. The task
is impossible. Every day I have to pray, “Jesus, I need
you. I can’t do this without you. Give me the strength
and wisdom I need to help these men. Direct my day
according to your plan and not my own.”
I think God often lets us get to the end of ourselves and
our resources so we will realize how much we need Him.

God just wants us know that without Him we can do
nothing.
Nothing of eternal value will be done without a vital, living connection to Jesus. Only His life living in us, and
His power working through us, will accomplish His purpose and bear lasting fruit.
Only one life will soon be past, only what’s done for
Christ will last.
The only fruit that will last forever is when the Lord
works through us to accomplish His purpose.
Fruitfulness is a result of the resurrection because the
Holy Spirit is the presence of our risen Lord within us.
There would be no fruitfulness except for the victory Jesus won over death, sin and the devil.
We wouldn’t be here thinking about fruitfulness if Jesus did not rise from the dead. Everything in the
Christian life depends on it!
Be fruitful by
Staying connected to Jesus
Through accepting God’s discipline
Through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit
Through God’s word and prayer
To the glory of God!
Let us pray . . .
Our benediction comes from Colossians 1:9-10 (ESV)
May you be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in
all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so you may
walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to
him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in
the knowledge of God.
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